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Heiligman, Deborah. Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 2009.

Age: 14-18

Genre: Nonfiction, Biography

Summary: Despite differing religious beliefs, personal tragedy, and radical scientific theories, Charles and Emma Darwin succeeded in maintaining a uniquely productive, influential, and loving marriage. 

Personal Reaction: While just a wee bit dry in some parts, this book provides a unique and intriguing look into the life of a famous scientific figure. The romantic/marital angle taken by Heiligman is sure to grab the attentions of female readers who might not normally be inclined to pick up a biography. 

Evaluation:

· Reads comfortably, almost like fiction

· Likely to appeal more to females due to romance/marriage angle

· Centralized photo collection of Darwin family members, homes, and documents

· Story can be appreciated by those in self-conscious appreciation stage

· Topics of religious beliefs and scientific theories will create cause for discussion/exploration among those in conscious delight stage
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Rapp, Adam. Punkzilla. Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press, 2009. 

Age: 14-18

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Fourteen-year-old runaway, Jamie, nicknamed Punkzilla, hitchhikes from Portland, Oregon, to reach his homosexual older brother who is dying of cancer in Tennessee. Written as a collection of letters to and predominantly from Jamie, the novel chronicles Jamie’s background, military school experience, life as a runaway, and first sexual experiences. 

Personal Reaction: I was extremely disappointed with this novel and really would not recommend it to a young adult. It contains all of the woeful elements of the “problem novel” that have given Young Adult Literature a bad name: a runaway/essentially homeless kid, a controlling father and submissive, repressed mother, a homosexual brother dying of cancer, etc. The text contains graphic sexual details to no end; they seem to be there just for the sake of throwing them in. Most disappointing is the fact that Jamie fails to develop as a character over the course of the book. 

Evaluation:

· Introduces explicit topics that further no purpose in the plot

· Very much presents a male angle

· May be shocking, scandalous to a more naïve female reader

· Protagonist’s age conflicts with the more appropriate older teen reading audience

· Entirely too problematic

· Not worth the controversy
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Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War. New York: Laurel-Leaf, 1974. 

Age: 15-19

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: The members of The Vigils, a secret society at Trinity, divvy up “assignments” that other boys are selected to perform. Jerry Renault’s task is to refuse to sell chocolates in the school’s annual chocolate sale for one week. But when Jerry dares to “disturb the universe” by continuing to be a non-participant in the sale, undermining The Vigils and threatening Brother Leon’s pet project, Jerry finds himself in the midst of an all out war.

Personal Reaction: This is definitely a deep and timeless read, sure to trigger new discoveries and analyses each time it is read. When I first finished the novel, I was left wanting more in the end, and I must admit feeling a twang of depression (even as an adult) when I read Jerry’s conclusion that disturbing the universe  and challenging the status quo is too dangerous. The more I think about the ending, however, the more I realize just how perfect it is.

Evaluation:

· No evident dating other than the price of chocolate

· Deep symbolic/allegorical read though topic seems simple
· Appeals to both genders, more so to males due to the male protagonist and setting at an all boys school
· Traditionally objectionable on moral and religious grounds, will provoke deep thought/questioning
· Corruption: Those in power misuse their positions/influence, others are victimized
· Crowd mentality
· Should be read by those in conscious delight stage for full appreciation/understanding
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Welch, Diana and Liz Welch with Amanda Welch and Dan Welch. The Kids Are All Right: A Memoir. New York: Harmony, 2009. 

Age: 15-18

Genre: Nonfiction, Memoir

Summary: This memoir, written in the varied voices of the four Welch siblings, delivers a raw presentation of their memories concerning their father’s divine aura and mysterious death, the grotesque truths of witnessing their mother succumb to cancer, their separation from one another, and the 1980s party scene they used to escape from it all. 

Personal Reaction: I wasn’t a big fan of the descriptions of the siblings’ forays into the world of partying and drugs; this kind of topic just has a tendency to not sit well with me. That being said, I found the book to be very honest and the combination of the four siblings varied and sometimes self-admittedly contradictory accounts to be a truly unique memoir reading experience.

Evaluation:

· Many topics for reader to identify with: death of parents/loved ones, caring for loved one with cancer, anger towards loved ones, diminished financial state, recreational drug use, separation from family, becoming an adult, accepting responsibility

· Unique range of perspectives presented, crossing gender/age boundaries

· May appeal more strongly to female population as ¾ of Welch siblings are female

· Storyline dealing with youngest daughter Diana particularly gripping as her foster family attempts to force her to fully assimilate

· Somewhat appropriate for those in the self-conscious appreciation stage

· Really should be targeted toward teens in conscious delight/adult reading stages. 
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Zindel, Paul. The Pigman. New York: HarperCollins, 1968. 

Age: 15-18

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Two teens, John and Lorraine, relate the tale of their parasitic friendship with a kind older man, Mr. Pignati, and consider their indirect responsibility for his death. 

Personal Reaction: This book is so poignant because its topic is so simple. John and Lorraine are not elaborately diabolic teenagers and yet the decisions they make – typical self-absorbed teenage decisions – have a profoundly sad impact on Mr. Pignati. I was immediately attracted to the kind but sorrowful, Mr. Pignati, lost and desperate for companionship after losing his wife. And I was personally crushed as I read the scene in which Mr. Pignati’s collection of porcelain pigs are smashed.

Evaluation:

· While often censored on grounds of morality, a very “clean” book – no references to sexuality, no actual cursing
· Told in alternating chapters from both the male and female perspective
· Equally appealing to teens of both genders
· Touching story of teens’ realization of role in undoing of sweet, old man
· Inspirational
· Most appropriate for readers in conscious delight stage
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Zindel, Paul. The Pigman and Me. New York: Charlotte Zolotow, 1991.

Age: 14-18

Genre: Nonfiction, Memoir

Summary: Beloved young adult literature pioneer, Paul Zindel, provides a glimpse into his teen years: life with his man-hating, suicidal single mother, his friendship with a special girl named Jennifer, and his experiences with his own personal pigman, Nonni Frankie – the man who taught him “the greatest secrets of life.”

Personal Reaction: This book was a fabulous look at the very unusual upbringing of Paul Zindel. The message that it sends about each teen needed the guiding hand of a special adult in his/her life and about meeting one’s pigman when we least expect it, perhaps for a rather brief period of time, is so profound. 

Evaluation:

· Depressing, humorous, touching – all rolled up into one

· Wonderful look at the impact an individual can have as he/she passes through our lives

· Single parent with emotional disturbance

· Close friendship between Zindel and Jennifer

· Frequent moves, financial insecurity

· Acceptance of growing up/moving on

· Very realistic, down-to-earth, honest

· Reads like a novel

· Appropriate for those in self-conscious appreciation and conscious delight stages
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Zindel, Paul. My Darling, My Hamburger. New York: Harper & Rowe, 1969. 

Age: 13-16

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Friends, couple Liz and Sean, and pseudo-couple, Maggie and Dennis, navigate their way to graduation through the complicated world of high school romance and strained parental relationships. High school pairings may not last, but the effects of the choices made by those couples are indeed lasting. 

Personal Reaction: This book was probably considered very edgy when it was first published, with its discussion of not only premarital sex but also abortion. I found this particular work of Zindel’s to be rather dated, however. I think that it is now better suited for a slightly younger audience since its approach to the subject matter is less raw than is typical in current YA Lit., and it might be seen as trite by an older teenager. 

Evaluation:

· Pressures to have premarital sex, teenage “love,” abortion – not graphic in nature

· Strained parental relationships

· 3rd person narrative presents perspectives of all four teens

· Has appeal for readers of both genders, more so for females

· Should be targeted to a younger audience than originally intended

· More dated that Judy Bloom’s Forever, similar thematic links

· Appropriate for those in self-conscious delight stage, could also be engaging at conscious delight stage if reached at an earlier age
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Woodson, Jacqueline. If You Come Softly. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1998. 

Age: 12-15

Genre: Realistic Fiction, Diversity

Summary: With a moment of clumsiness in the hall of their new school, an unlikely romance began between Jeremiah, who is the African American son of both a highly celebrated filmmaker and an author, and Ellie, the daughter of a Jewish doctor and his wife. With Jeremiah’s parents separated and Ellie in perpetual fear that her mother will leave again, they found in their relationship the love and sense of connection they craved. But there is no boy in Ellie’s life anymore. 

Personal Reaction: I had to keep reminding myself while I was reading this book that its intended audience is the younger bracket of YA readers because I have to admit that at times, I found it very cheesy. With its ooshy-gooshy teenage love and the overly coincidental, tragic shooting of Jeremiah right when Ellie was finally going to tell her parents about him was a little too much for me. Younger, female YA readers, however, will find the blossoming love story touchingly sweet, especially the continued recognition of an older Ellie that Jeremiah was her soul mate. I did genuinely appreciate how Woodson was able to create a picture of deep, intimate love without any more explicit incidents; this love story is a truly innocent one and a great pick for middle school. 

Evaluation:

· Title alludes to Audre Lourde poem – an advanced writer

· Makes interracial dating seem more taboo than homosexual relationships – accurate? Eh . . .

· Approaches delicate subject with grace

· No explicit inclusions, innocent young love

· Death of Jeremiah abrupt, to convenient, not explained in detail

· Appropriate for students in self-conscious appreciation stage
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Small, David. Stitches: A Memoir. New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 2009. 

Age: mature 15-18

Genre: Nonfiction, Memoir, Graphic Novel

Summary: David Small depicts in words and pictures the non-mutually intelligible “languages” spoken within his non-communicative family. Largely in-the-dark about the lives of he and his family members, David only gradually learns the reason he is left with only one vocal cord – that he had cancer, cancer which was caused by the radiation treatments his father conducted to cure David’s sinus problems – and the reason for his mother’s pent-up frustration and cruelty.

Personal Reaction: I have a very limited experience with graphic novels and am always a bit skeptical, but I LOVED this book. Small’s renderings were just so appropriate for his telling of the shocking tale of his childhood. I found it absolutely gripping as he recounted finding out that he had cancer by reading a letter his mother was writing and discovering that his mother was a closet lesbian when he walked in on her with the surgeon’s wife. I just cannot imagine . . . 

Evaluation:

· Very strained family ties
· Parental failings/selfishness absolutely shocking at times
· Powerful, not without humor
· Emotional depictions, particularly series of drawings designed to show movement
· A quick read – impossible to put down
· Photographic epilogue/additional information at conclusion of book
· Appropriate for readers in conscious delight or adult stages
Maria O’Toole

SLM 504

Mackler, Carolyn. The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2003.

Age: mature 14-18

Genre: Realistic Fiction, Teen Chic Lit. 

Summary: Virginia is the plump misfit in her otherwise perfect family, and life is especially tough with increased parental pressure to lose weight, her desire to increase her kiss-ability, and her year-long separation from her best friend. But these issues are suddenly just small potatoes when, with one unexpected phone call comes the knowledge that a member of her family isn’t quite so perfect after all. 

Personal Reaction: I felt that the text’s addressing of the date rape issue was a bit unfinished and at times unrealistic. Do I really believe that the sister of a date-rapist would visit the victim to apologize and be invited in for tea and to listen to an inspirational song? Eh . . . not so much.  

This book had an overall positive message about body image and individuality and wrapped up nicely with Virginia having a new sense of direction in her life. I did feel that it started to drag a little somewhere around chapter 23, and while definitely chic. lit., I don’t think I would recommend this one for a reluctant reader. 

Evaluation:

· Cursing, various references to sexuality, including fooling around without defined relationship status and date rape

· Obesity, pressures to be perfect

· Physical pain as an outlet for emotional pain

· Lack of understanding from parents

· Inferiority complex

· Importance of friendship

· Teen empowerment, triumphing over inconsiderate parents through rebellion

· Finding a focus in life, being comfortable with oneself

· Upbeat, neat ending

· Chic Lit., conversational feel – definitely more appealing for females

· Inclusion of email messages

· Appropriate for those in self-conscious appreciation and conscious delight stages

· Too mature for those younger than 14
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Fleming, Candace. The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, Stupendous Life of Showman P.T. Barnum. New York: Schwartz and Wade, 2009.

Age: 12-16

Genre: Nonfiction, Biography

Summary: Still a well-known name in conjunction with the Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey circus, P.T. Barnum was a true American entrepreneur. He was at heart an entertainer, often to the detriment of his family, and worked tirelessly to show the public the unusual wonders of the world – some real and others elaborate hoaxes but croad-pleasers nonetheless. Rebuilding his entertainment empire several times over the course of his life in the face of bankruptcy and fires, Barnum could not be kept down, and his legacy lives on today. 

Personal Reaction: I thought this book was extremely well-done – a vivid look at a well-known name whose specific feats are no longer quite so well-known. I love the additions of the inset articles. Just when a reader might want to know more about a specific topic, Candace Fleming follows the natural tangent in a concise format. I loved the insights the book provided into Barnum’s personal life because the reader really gets an unbiased perspective of a man with ambitious vision and exceptional work ethic who made his money by humbugging the public and often did not devote time to his own family.

Evaluation:

· Appealing for both genders, possibly a bit more for males
· May appear a bit childish from cover, though very appropriate for young adults (public libraries shelving in juvenile section will not help)
· Advanced, unbiased presentation of a famous man
· Allows readers to draw their own conclusions concerning his integrity
· Perfect for teens in the self-conscious appreciation stage, those drawing close to conscious delight will have more developed insights into Barnum
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Yang, Gene Luen. American Born Chinese: New York: First Second, 2006.

Age: 15-18

Genre: Graphic Novel, Diversity, Realistic Fiction, Supernatural/Mythological

Summary: Three stories alternate throughout the text: young Chinese American Jin Wang whose family moves to a predominantly Caucasian area, an elaborate combining of cultural and religious tales surrounding a monkey king, and the All-American boy Danny with his embarrassingly Chinese cousin.  The seemingly unrelated tales intertwine to convey the ultimate message that one’s true power is in being oneself. 

Personal Reaction: I had heard mixed opinions about this book based on the racial stereotyping included in the text, but I really enjoyed it. I think the stereotyping was used to a very clear and purposeful end: the inside flap acknowledges from the start that “Chin-Kee is the ultimate Chinese stereotype.” The effusion of humor throughout the text and the casual, perhaps at times even flippant way it approached major issues just screamed to me of teenage boy. I wasn’t entirely pleased with exactly how the three intertwined stories came together at the end – it was a bit sudden and far-fetched for my taste – but the book was so enjoyable and ended with such a positive message, I really didn’t mind. 

Evaluation:

· A PERFECT BOY BOOK!!

· 3 separate storylines to keep reader’s interest, intertwining at conclusion of text

· Overlap of multiple genres

· Should be targeted toward more mature students who will understand purpose behind the use of overt stereotypes

· A valuable look at assimilating into a different society and acknowledging the importance of being oneself

· Approaches a serious topic with humor and wit

· Really for those in the conscious delight stage who are ready to ask questions regarding their place in society
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Partridge, Elizabeth. Restless Spirit: The Life and Work of Dorothea Lange. New York: Puffin Books, 1998. 

Age: 13-16

Genre: Nonfiction, Biography

Summary: A poor student faced with a world that held limited acceptable occupations for women, Dorothea Lange made her own way with her earnest devotion to the art of photography. She captured people and true human emotion, working tirelessly to document the human condition in such circumstances as the Great Depression. Dorothea’s life was a constant struggle between her need to devote herself to her art and the familial obligations placed upon her as a woman.

Personal Reaction: This book was a superb look at the life of a woman who was perhaps most importantly vital in recording the devastation of the Great Depression. It was particularly interesting to learn of Elizabeth Partridge’s personal connection to Dorothea Lange. Partridge expertly revealed the real Dorothea Lange, a woman who loved family but was exacting, prone to anger, and often compelled to escape them in order to devote herself fully to her work. I have to admit that based on my own values, I came away not feeling overly positively about Dorothea but respecting her work. 

Evaluation:

· More appealing to the female population
· May draw criticism as Dorothea Lange often chooses work over family 
· Raises the question of how/if women can balance their domestic and professional worlds?
· Perfect tie in with study of the Great Depression, as those are her most famous photographs
· Also addressed Japanese internment in detail
· For those in the self-conscious appreciation stage
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L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time. New York: Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux, 1962.

Age: 13-16

Genre: Science Fiction

Summary: The Murry family is full of peculiarities: brilliant scientist parents, rambunctious twins, a poor student who happens to be a math genius, and an otherworldly young boy with acute intellect and the ability to read the thoughts and emotions of others. Needless to say, they are the subject of much town gossip, especially since everyone believes little Charles Wallace is dumb and that Mr. Murry has left Mrs. Murry for another woman. The answer to Mr. Murry’s whereabouts lies in the clandestine meeting of Charles Wallace, Meg, Calvin with Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which and their tessering journey through wrinkles in time and space.

Personal Reaction: I had never read this young adult classic in my youth, and I typically avoid science fiction (other than the occasional dystopian novel) like it is the plague. I was shocked by how much I was swept into the book. I could vividly picture everything, and though the sci-fi premise behind the plot was of course far-fetched, I could deeply relate to the Murry family. I also thought that the romantic element between soul mates Meg and Calvin was very sweetly done. I thought the ending wrapped up a little too swiftly and thought that perhaps the ending premise of love being what ultimately conquered IT was perhaps a bit cliché, but I couldn’t help wanting more. 

Evaluation:

· A Young Adult classic
· Fairly equal appeal for both males and females, though the female author and light romantic aspects will likely seem more attractive to young ladies
· Contains complicated thoughts regarding the concepts of the 4th and 5th dimensions
· Inclined to be censored on religious grounds for its incorporation of Jesus into the sci. fi. Realm, grouping him with scientists, Ghandi, Mr. Murry as fighters of The Dark Thing 
· Leaves readers with a positive message concerning love
· Should not be read prior to self-conscious appreciation stage, those in conscious delight will retrieve deeper meaning from the text
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Giles, Gail. Shattering Glass. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press, 2002. 

Age: 13-16

Genre: Suspense

Summary: Rob craved control, which is why he set a plan in action to bring down the former top of the senior pecking order, Lance, and elevate the painfully dweeby Simon Glass to unfathomable popularity. And the others in his social circle were more than happy to let suave Rob have control, especially Young who had the misfortune of uncovering Rob’s secret. But things got out of hand, and Simon is dead.

Personal Reaction: This was a book that just had to be read in one sitting because I couldn’t handle the thought of stopping without knowing Rob’s secret or how exactly Simon came to die. This foray into the dark side of humanity was at times disturbing, and I found it interesting that a huge part of Young’s reasoning for going through with Rob’s plans became his knowing about Rob’s molestation – as though it was his job to make sure Rob was somehow compensated. The ruination of Young’s life was very poignant – his giving up his first, tender love and his self-implication in Simon’s murder. Wow . . .

Evaluation:

· Quotations that begin each chapter provide foreshadowing/reveal snippets of information, are a very effective way of maintaining suspense throughout the novel

· Serious themes include teen violence, molestation, herd mentality, sociopathic control

· Also includes poignantly tragic love story

· Appropriate for those at least in the self-conscious appreciation stage, ideal for those just entering the stage of conscious delight
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Myers, Walter Dean. Monster. New York: HarperCollins, 1999. 

Age: 13-16

Genre: Realistic Fiction, Diversity, somewhat Suspense

Summary: The terrified protagonist, sixteen-year-old Steven, is being held in prison for aiding in a burglary turned felony murder. As he waits, fearing his entire youth may be spent behind bars, he records the court proceedings for the medium with which he most connects – film.

Personal Reaction: I wasn’t sure I would like the format of Monster, but it really suited the subject matter and made for a quick, suspenseful read. Something that I thought was interesting was that Steve never really revealed in his notebook whether he was involved in scouting out the crime or not. We know that he was ask to aid in the robbery, and we know that he really does make films about his neighborhood; but what was he really doing at the store? Why does his attorney still turn away from him after winning his case?
Evaluation:

· Uniquely formatted as a screen-play with intermittent journal entries

· Explores experience of young black mail on trial for murder

· Ultimately leaves the question of his indirect guilt open for reader to decide

· Reveals how swiftly life can change based on one decision/associations with the wrong people

· Emphasizes question of reliability, concept of justice, how race plays into this in court proceedings

· Neat conclusion

· Appropriate for those in the self-conscious appreciation stage
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Hopkins, Ellen. Crank. New York: Simon Pulse, 2004.

Age: 15-18

Genre: Suspense, Realistic Fiction – Real-life Horror, Verse Novel

Summary: Kristina goes to Albuquerque hoping to rekindle a relationship with her father, but instead she finds herself in the midst of two new relationships – one with Adam and one with the monster, meth, with whom she becomes Bree. And Bree emerges more and more frequently, as moving home only serves to bring her closer to the monster.

Personal Reaction: I was pleasantly surprised by this novel. I was expecting to feel like it was just another teen problem novel, overdramatized in verse, but it was more realistic and tragic than that. While I wouldn’t say verse novels are my favorite, I found this one to be a quick read and not altogether lacking in artistic merit. I can see what Ellen Hopkin’s draw is for the teen reader.

Evaluation:

· For mature readers who can handle a dark text

· Significantly more appealing for females

· Verse format made for a quick, frenzied read

· Controversial topics: drug use, premarital sex, rape, abortion, drug abuse while pregnant

· Not a hopeful ending – very clear that Kristina may never be able to pull herself away from the monster. She gave in a few times while pregnant and is drawn in yet again at the end.

· Leaves the reader wondering: What effects of this drug abuse will be seen in the child?

· Autobiographical connection makes the story more poignant

· Don’t read the author’s note before the text of the book

· For a reader crossing from the stage of self-conscious appreciation into the realm of conscious delight – though this book doesn’t exactly leave a “delightful feeling” 
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Crutcher, Chris. Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes. New York: HarperCollins, 1993.

Age: 14-16

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Eric Calhoune, better known as Moby, and Sarah Byrnes forged a friendship in junior high school because of their outcast state – Eric is obese and Sarah Byrnes, in twisted irony, has severe burn scars covering her hands and half of her face. When Eric joins the swim team in high school, beginning to slim down, he makes every effort to deliberately stay fat so that Sarah Byrnes won’t feel alone – eventually making the decision to figuratively “stay fat” for Sarah Byrnes by refusing to participate in any activity in which Sarah would not be welcome. But now Sarah Byrnes is in the psych. ward, not speaking, and it’s becoming clear that the cause of her burns might not be a pot of boiling spaghetti after all.

Personal Reaction: This book has so many different plot elements included as a backdrop to the story of Eric’s friendship with Sarah Byrnes. There are dysfunctional families, teens grappling with religious beliefs and morality, students being targeted by their vice principal, swimming rivalries, failing and blossoming relationships, close connections with a teacher, discussions of socioeconomic status. There is Eric learning to respect his mother’s boyfriend. I could go on. What I was amazed by was the fact that Chris Crutcher somehow managed to include all of these varied topics without making me, as the reader, feel as though I was being pulled in a thousand different directions. It all fit together and made a cohesive hole. It also occurred to me that the text was more realistic in this way because let’s face it, no one ever has just one problem to deal with. Teens have a lot going on in their lives, all at once. 

Evaluation:

· Appealing for teens of both genders

· Controversial topics: child abuse, abortion, attempted suicide, religious questioning, violence, vigilantism

· Liable to face censorship for all of the reasons Mark Ellerby’s father disapproves of CAT class. 

· An interesting story, with plenty of twists, but one that is easy to follow

· Would be appreciated by a more reluctant reader

· Really could be read by anyone who has at least reached the stage of unconscious delight as a good story to get lost in

· Grapples with big philosophical questions, causing it to fit most appropriately in the conscious delight stage
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Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games. New York: Scholastic Press, 2008.

Age: 13-16

Genre: Science Fiction - dystopia

Summary: Though only sixteen, Katniss is the provider for her family since the passing of her father, and survival is difficult because the Everdeens live in district twelve, the poorest of the twelve divisions of Panem. Every year, the nation holds reaping ceremonies in each of the twelve districts as a reminder of what rebellion against the Capital will cost them. A male and a female tribute from each district are selected to compete in The Hunger Games, a fight to the death from which only one can emerge as victor. When Katniss realizes the female name drawn is her twelve-year-old sister Prim, she is willing to do anything to protect her, even taking her place in The Hunger Games.

Personal Reaction: Just as everyone promised, this novel sucked me in from the beginning; I was fascinated by the warped dystopian ritual of The Hunger Games, especially the fact that there was meant to be only one winner. I loved the exploration of remaining human vs. becoming dehumanized/animalistic. It broke my heart when little Rue was killed. The love story between Katniss and Peeta was beautifully intertwined, though at times, I just wanted to scream, “Katniss, can’t you see that he really is in love with you! It obviously isn’t an act!!” I will certainly be reading the other two books in the series.

Evaluation:

· Some parents may object to younger readers having access to this book due to violence, important for themes to be shared and discussed, perhaps not a selection for the very sensitive

· Probably best for 8th grade and up

· Many similarities with established YA reads: The Giver
· Very much PG on the romantic angle

· Likely to appeal somewhat more to girls due to female protagonist and love story, but action-packed adventure will attract the boys as well

· A book that could be enjoyed by someone in the unconscious delight or self-conscious appreciation stages (I know it’s very popular in middle schools) but really fits best into conscious delight due to thematic weightiness
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Rowling, J.K. The Tales of Beedle the Bard. New York: Children’s High Level Group in assoc. with Arthur A. Levine Books, 2008.

Age: 11-13

Genre: Supernatural Short Story Collection, masquerading as folklore

Summary: Supposedly translated from Ancient Runes by Hermione Granger with commentary left behind by Professor Dumbledore, this text is Rowling’s “wizarding” take on fairy tales and folklore and includes five presumed classics of the wizarding world. 

Personal Reaction: Well, this book lacked the excitement of the Harry Potter series, but is an obvious text to recommend to any middle school students who are completely Harry Potter-obsessed. The tales, coupled with Dumbledore’s commentary, do have some moral thematic value – for instance emphasizing respect for the non-magical – and it is explained how different versions of the tales have been passed down and altered to suit different purposes, which certainly connects with our true oral history. Overall, I found the tales to be quite underdeveloped, with Dumbledore’s commentary being the highlight of the book. 

Evaluation:

· A very quick read, written simply but with somewhat more advanced vocabulary

· Fictional wizarding folklore, supposedly translated by Hermione with commentary written by Dumbledore

· Wouldn’t recommend other than to a die-hard Harry Potter fan

· Lacks any sort of appeal for students over 13

· Does emphasize equality and respect

· Appropriate for students in the unconscious delight stage – ones who are eager to continue their Harry Potter reading
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Myers, Walter Dean. Here in Harlem: Poems in Many Voices. New York: Holiday House, 2004.

Age: 15-18

Genre: Poetry

Summary: Basing the structure of his work on Edgar Lee Master’s Spoon River Anthology, Walter Dean Myers portrays his beloved and inspirational Harlem through the voices of fifty-four fictionalized inhabitants, each identified by name, age, and employment. 

Personal Reaction: I was immediately attracted to this collection of poetry for its curricular value in its integration into the English classroom. Ever since I found it on the public library shelf and read it, I have been pondering how I might incorporate it into my H. Survey of American Literature classes for the upcoming year. The poems are beautifully written and poignant, full of easily observable patterns in imagery and diction, perfect for analysis by high schoolers.

Evaluation:

· Wonderful curricular connections for the English classroom
· Would be appropriate alongside study of poetry (perhaps specifically Spoon River Anthology) in conjunction with Harlem Renaissance unit, etc.
· Should be targeted toward the honors student for extensive or independent reading, who will appreciate the more advanced writing that is at times a bit more tricky to understand
· Individual poems could be utilized for analysis and study in lower leveled classes
· For the student on the cusp of the conscious delight stage who will appreciate not only the individual portraits of the characters but will be able to draw collective conclusions about the text as a whole as relates to society
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Bray, Libba. Going Bovine. New York: Delacourte Press, 2009.

Age: 16-18

Genre: Realistic Fiction, Science Fiction, Supernatural

Summary: Cameron is a normal sixteen-year-old with fairly normal problems: a family becoming more and more uncommunicative and a noticeable lacking in the romance department. Erratic behavior causes him to get fired from his after-school job at the Buddha Burger, and no it’s not because he smoked too much pot as everyone suspects. Cameron has mad cow disease. After being admitted into the hospital, Cameron soon finds himself on an epic quest, à la Don Quixote. With the aid of Dulcie, the punk-runk angel, Cameron begins interpreting the coincidences and signs to find the mysterious Dr. X, lost in the space/time continuum, who is Cameron’s only hope for a cure. Along for the ride are his friends, Gonzo, a dwarf, and Balder, a Norse god/garden gnome.

Personal Reaction: I found this book immediately appealing because of Libba Bray’s stylistic wit. This is a text written for the intellectually spunky teen mind – delightfully flippant at times. I have to admit that I found it a little lengthy. Mid way through, I began to lose momentum and actually ready many, many books before returning to finish the second half. I am glad that I did come back to the book because I really did enjoy it. It is such an interesting conglomeration of genres with fire giants, a punk-rock angel, a Norse god garden gnome, a dystopian church community, and space/time travel across eleven dimensions. It’s like nothing else I’ve ever read. I was wondering the whole way through whether the book would wrap up too cleanly with the whole thing being a dream or Dr. X saving Cameron, or Cameron not really having mad cow disease at all. I applaud Libba Bray for her ending, for Cameron receiving his wish, in a way, by living out his last days on an epic quest, before inevitable death. 

Evaluation:

· Really most appropriate for ages 16 and up due to language/content/more “adult” attitudes

· Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES should this be in a middle school library

· Controversial topics: recreational drug use, marital infidelity, premarital sex, cliques, cutting class, teen drinking, language, religious hypocrisy

· Libba Bray has an engaging voice perfect for the intellectually spunky teen

· Should NOT be recommended to a reluctant reader

· Length may even pose some issues with recommending to a dormant reader 

· For students on the dividing line between self-conscious appreciation and conscious delight – definitely a lot to contemplate

Maria O’Toole

SLM 504

Hoose, Phillip. Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice. New York: Melanie Kroupa Books, 2009.

Age: 13-15

Genre: Non-Fiction, Biography

Summary: For years, history remembered Rosa Parks but forgot about person who first refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus – a young girl of fifteen named Claudette Colvin. Though Claudette testified in the groundbreaking case, Browder v. Gale, which resulted in the desegregation of public buses in Alabama, she was largely overlooked as a key player, in no small part because she had given birth to an illegitimate child in the time between taking her stand and testifying. Hoose gives Colvin the recognition she has long deserved but gone without.

Personal Reaction: I had heard vaguely before that others had refused to give up their seats on Montgomery buses before Rosa Parks but that she was just a good front man for the movement. I had never heard of Claudette Colvin, however, before learning of this book. The book is very well written, clearly painting a picture of segregation in the south. The small inset articles are especially helpful for readers with less knowledge of the civil rights movement. I found it interesting, that as Claudette’s story evolved, it became almost as much about being socially shunned for having an illegitimate child as it was about desegregation. The fact that the movement needed people at the forefront who would have no other societal marks against them other than being black was interesting. I’m still thinking about whether this was right or wrong or just a mark of the times. I felt depressed for her, being taken advantage of by an older man and having absolutely no sex education. I admit finding myself a little less sympathetic toward Claudette at the end of the book after learning that she had another son, presumably illegitimate also, and that she like her own birth mother, left her children in the care of another while she worked in New York. It’s clear she wanted to provide for her sons, but I kept thinking about how she always regarded her great-aunt as her Mom and referred to her birth mother simply as such. I’m wondering how other readers view these elements. 

Evaluation:

· A great historical read that would be a wonderful supplement to any civil rights unit

· Showcases the power a teen can have in changing the world

· Finally gives Claudette Colvin the credit she deserves in a contemporary society that can be more accepting of her

· Discusses discrimination within African American community: attempts to “look white,” need to learn one’s place

· Though perceived as a “Children’s Book” based on Newbery and Siebert honors, a book for those 13 and up due to violence, rather complicated legal proceedings, and teen pregnancy

· For those in the self-conscious appreciation and conscious delight stages of reading development

Maria O’Toole

SLM 504

Fields, Terri. After the Death of Anna Gonzales. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 2002.

Age: 13-15

Genre: Poetry, Realistic Fiction

Summary: In this fictionalized collection of poetry (verse novel?), forty-seven student and faculty voices record the aftermath of the tragic suicide of freshman Anna Gonzales.

Personal Reaction: One thing I didn’t love about this book is that I think it initially masquerades a bit too well as a book that might be written by forty-seven real school community members who experienced the death of one of one of their students. Of course, I admit that part of this confusion stems from its being shelved with nonfiction poetry, and I really do think it should instead be shelved as a verse novel. I really enjoyed the inclusion of the principal’s perspective because I think teens don’t always feel like they understand what adults might be thinking or don’t stop to think how events may be impacting adults in their lives. 

Evaluation:

· Expresses grief, confusion, depression, and yes, even anger and selfishness/self-absorption felt by the school community over the suicide of Anna Gonzales
· Each voice relates the death to his/her life, discusses the impact it has on him/her even for those not particularly close to Anna
· Not all entries deal with the suicide itself, all address how life moves on for the school community post-Anna
· Due to content, more appropriate for eighth grade and up
· For students approaching the conscious delight stage of reading development
Maria O’Toole

SLM 504

Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders. New York: Viking, 1967.

Age: 12-14

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Summary: Ponyboy Curtis lives with his two brothers on the wrong side of town where they exist in a tight knit circle of friends. Their Oklahoma town is divided into two groups, the high-society Socs and the rough and tumble greasers, and both sides are generally up for a good rumble, with set rules surrounding weapons of course. But Ponyboy’s friend Johnny still bears the emotional and physical scars from an unbalanced Soc attack and he isn’t about to let the Socs hurt Ponyboy.

Personal Reaction: I first read this novel in the eighth grade. I loved it then, and in rereading it for this class, I have concluded that I still love it now. This book spurred me the summer before high school to read every book ever written by S.E. Hinton, and I even named by betta fish Hinton in college after Rumble Fish. Maybe I’m unduly biased toward loving the novel, but I do think it’s truly timeless, despite the fact that it reads a bit more like historical fiction now than realistic fiction. In my experience at the high school level, teachers tend to think that perhaps The Outsiders is dated, but the students continue to revel in it. There is something about S.E. Hinton’s voice that continues to speak to teens. I continue to love the thematic connection between the book and the Robert Frost poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay.” It may seem simplistic to adults, but making that connection and understanding theme is huge for an eighth or ninth grader.

Evaluation:

· Key themes: brotherhood/friendship, socioeconomic divisions, the brevity of life
· Largely a middle school text, not particularly appealing past the ninth grade
· Entire novel is an essay Ponyboy is writing to turn things around for himself in school
· Poignant in its handling of the attraction between Cherry and Dally (a relationship that could never be) and the deaths of Johnny and (what I believe to be the more tragic death) of Dally
· An excellent foray into trying to get students to reach the conscious delight stage, thinking about society and where we fit
