Maria O’Toole
Thematic Literature Lesson Plan 

Grade: 1st                                             

Content Topic: Tomie DePaola author study, text-to-self connections, spine labels


Estimated Lesson Time: 20 min. + 10 min. checkout time
AASL Standard(s) and Indicator(s): 

1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning.

3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively.

3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions.

3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world contexts.

4.1.1 Read, view, and listen for pleasure and personal growth.

4.1.2 Read widely and fluently to make connections with self, the world, and previous reading.

4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and genres.
4.1.5 Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience.

4.1.8 Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning.

Library Media Objectives in behavioral terms (local standards): 

5.A.1.b With guidance, design layouts that communicate content effectively for intended audiences.
6.A.1.a discuss literature that reflects personal interests, provides imagined experiences, and validates individual concerns and real experiences
6.A.1.b Make literature-to-self, literature-to-literature, and literature-to-multimedia connections, and, with guidance, make literature-to-world connections.

Content Standards and Objectives:
1. The students will use Tomie DePaola’s books as a model for writing about their own lives.
2. The students will use their prior knowledge to create their own spine labels
Materials needed (print/non-print/technology): 

easel, laminated objectives sheet, assorted autobiographic Tomie DePaola books (see bibliography), My Mother is So Smart! by Tomie DePaola, “Just like Tomie: Writing and Illustrating My Life” handouts, Mrs. O’Toole’s sample “Just like Tomie” handout, dry erase board, dry erase markers, pencils, markers, crayons

Bibliography of Resources Used/Displayed:

Primary: 

· My Mother is So Smart! by Tomie DePaola
Supplemental:

· The Official Tomie DePaola Blog
http://tomiesblog.blogspot.com 
· Tomie.com 
www.tomie.com 

· 26 Fairmount Avenue by Tomie DePaola 

· The Baby Sister by Tomie DePaola
· Big Anthony: His Story by Tomie DePaola
· Christmas Remembered by Tomie DePaola
· Here We All Are by Tomie DePaola
· I’m Still Scared by Tomie DePaola
· Nana Upstairs & Nana Downstairs by Tomie DePaola
· On My Way by Tomie DePaola
· Things Will Never Be the Same by Tomie DePaola
· Tom by Tomie DePaola
· Watch Out for the Chicken Feet in Your Soup by Tomie DePaola
· Why? by Tomie DePaola
Provisions for Differentiation and Learning Styles:

· Verbal/Linguistic – class discussion, autobiographical written responses
· Musical/Rhythmic – read-aloud, “Standing in Line” song as the students leave
· Logical/Mathematical – spine label creation using last three letters of last name
· Visual/Spatial – handout’s book format, illustration
· Body/Kinesthetic – completion of handout; varied groupings: time on reading rug, time at small group tables, checkout time
· Intrapersonal – autobiographical writing activity
· Interpersonal – class discussion, small group discussion at tables
Engagement (interest/hook): 

· Selected Tomie DePaola Books Displayed – The students will connect with their prior learning during the Tomie DePaola author study when they view the autobiographical book selections as they enter.
· Informal Discussion/Reading of My Mother is So Smart!
Pre-assessment of Prior Knowledge: 

Informal Discussion: (based on previous author study lessons) What does Tomie DePaola often like to write about? How do Tomie DePaola’s books reflect his life? Who are some family members that Tomie DePaola used as characters in his books?
Direct instruction:

1. Reading of My Mother is So Smart! – The school librarian will read My Mother is So Smart! aloud, pausing to allow time for discussion and student reflection/connection.
2. Directions for Completing “Just like Tomie” Handout – The school librarian will go over directions for the work the students will complete at their tables.
Modeling and guided practice: 

1. Sample “Just Like Tomie” Handout – Mrs. O’Toole will model the completion of the “Just like Tomie” Handout by writing and illustrating information about her own father. She will provide a word bank on the board of common family member terms to assist the students with spelling.
2. Mrs. O’Toole’s Spine Label – Mrs. O’Toole will remind the students what a book’s spine label looks like. The students will tell Mrs. O’Toole how the letters that go on a book’s spine label is determined. Mrs. O’Toole will write her last name on the board. The students will help her to figure out which letters to put on her spine label. 
Independent Practice:
Completion of “Just like Tomie” Handout – Each student will complete the “Just like Tomie” handout by selecting a member of his/her family who is “so smart.” The students will illustrate a picture of that family member, sign their work next to their very own version of Tomie DePaola’s heart, provide one to two pieces of evidence as to why his/her family member is so cool, and create a spine label for his/her own book. 
Sharing and Reflecting:

Due to time constraints, the students will not be able to come back together in a full group to share their work. They will informally share their work with their peers and the school librarian as they work at their tables in small groups. 

Assessment (formative and/or summative): 

Collection of “Just Like Tomie” Handout – The students’ success with the handout, in particular with the creation of their own spine label, will be used as a guide to inform future instruction. The school librarian will evaluate how much more time needs to be spent on these skills in order for the students to master them. Should future handouts also feature spine label practice?

Evaluation of Lesson: 
Coming from the high school block-schedule realm of education, where I plan eighty minute lessons, I was most concerned about timing as I planned for this lesson. It is a difficult thing to create a valuable learning experience for young students in only twenty minutes so that the students still have time to make their book selections. I am pleased to report that my mentor, Jan Nies, specifically commented about how perfectly I divided the lesson into three parts: ten minutes for discussion, reading, and directions; ten minutes of independent work time; and ten minutes of book checkout. I really had to keep my eye on my watch since I’m still not used to planning around these kinds of time constraints, but I did it.
The children were very responsive to the lesson. They have been working with Tomie DePaola as an author study for well over a month now and really know quite a bit about him and his work. It speaks to the quality of the unit that many of his books are in constant circulation. Jan had most recently completed a lesson (complete with mirror) in which she emphasized the idea that Tomie DePaola’s books are a reflection of his life. The kids were very much aware that Tomie uses family members and life events to shape the plotlines of his books. The students were excited to read a new story by Tomie DePaola and to connect their own personal experiences to it. As I gave directions and modeled the activity for them, the kids enjoyed learning about my father since he was the family member I had selected to write about, and they were visibly thrilled when they realized that the worksheet was set up in a book format. That little touch seemed to make them feel very grown up. When they went to their tables, they were instantly engaged in the task of writing about their own family members. 

Many of the students called me over for some one-on-one affirmation as they were working. They wanted to share their writing and ensure that they were completing their work properly. I was able to make it around to talk with each student individually, and as I circulated, I made sure that the students had completed the spine label portion of their papers since that was such a major skill area for their current library unit of study. The students were on task and worked very well, handing in their papers as they went off to make their book selections. There were a couple of students who were so engrossed in the assignment, I practically had to force them to stop working so that they would have time to check out books. Every student was able to select a family member to write about, draw an illustration, and record at least one reason why that person was “so smart.”
Irene Hildebrandt, the Carroll County Public Schools library media supervisor, had come to observe me during this lesson. We had the opportunity to speak after the lesson and evaluate its effectiveness. She was very pleased overall with the addressing of multiple curricular skills and thought that the worksheet was creative and engaging. The one piece that she noticed the students having the most difficulty with was the spine label. She thought that perhaps there was a disconnection as the students moved from writing about their uncles or grandmothers to crafting a spine label with letters indicating authorship by themselves. Irene expressed that for some of the students, it might have been difficult to bridge the gap between thinking about a relative who might not have the same last name to viewing themselves as the author. She suggested that I might have considered guiding the students through this step altogether, perhaps by having them wait to do that portion until after book checkout.
I had incorporated the spine label piece because this is a skill area that Jan has been working on with the first graders for four weeks. She uses the Tomie DePaola author study as a vehicle through which to teach information literacy skills. I thought that it would be a great formative assessment to see how well they really are processing the function and format of a spine label. Jan seemed to feel that the way in which I structured the completion of the spine label was very appropriate given our time constraints, the amount of time previously devoted to spine labels, and her desire to accurately gauge the students’ comfort with this skill area. That being said, Irene’s comments did really resonate with me as I continued to evaluate and reflect on the lesson.
The students most definitely did have difficulty with the spine label portion of the activity. Many of them specifically sought me out for help as I circulated around the tables. However, I think that the cause of their confusion was actually based around the fact that many of them either didn’t know or barely knew how to spell their last names. It was difficult for them to think about writing just the first three letters of their names without seeing the entire last name. I came around with the class roster, and when students had difficulty helped them to cover up all but the first three letters of their last names on the sheet. In this way, the students were able to be successful. 
In the interest of maintaining the students’ normal pattern for library lessons, I think that if I taught the lesson again in the future, I would have the students all complete the spine label with me first thing after getting to their tables. This would minimize the number of individual students I would need to work with while circulating, but would not interfere with the students’ normal routine of reading on the red river at the end of class. It would also allow time to re-emphasize that all three letters should be capitalized, which was the one thing many students forgot. I think that I would also revise the handout to include a blank for their full last name next to the spine label graphic. I could fill the students’ last names out in advance, and in this way, the students would be able to visually see the name in front of them as they wrote the first three letters into their spine label blanks.  Since applying their knowledge of spine labels to a real-world situation was an area of difficulty, if I was the students’ regular school librarian, I would continue to incorporate a mock spine label on future handouts for the next few weeks. I might also consider designing an activity where the students would have to match an author’s name to the correct spine label for additional practice.






