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Collection Evaluation

Assessment Techniques Rationale:
More and more, at Century High School we have seen a trend of main subject area courses lessening their time spent in the school library. Elective courses, however, have continued and even extended their time spent in the library, with some of our most frequent visitors are classes in such subject areas as Health, FACS, and Agricultural Science. Despite this trend, we rarely see classes from the fine arts areas. Just this year, a new drama course was added to the course listings for our school: Technical Theater. The addition of this new course made me wonder how well our collection was really serving the Drama Department.

We have numerous holdings of plays themselves and analytical texts in our library, and of course, the school also has textbook holdings in both the English and Drama Departments addressing this need. Consequently, I was not particularly concerned about these areas. Based on my study of the Drama curriculum, however, I know that there is a heavy emphasis placed on Theater History and Production in the four drama courses offered: Drama I, Drama II, Drama III, and Technical Theater. Because of this specific curricular need, I decided to zero in on 792 holdings, a collection area covering the topic of theater performance. 

In evaluating the relevance of this area of the collection, I knew that I wanted to look into the number and age of the resources available and also their specific curricular tie-ins to the courses we offer at Century. In order to properly evaluate these areas, I collected basic data on the collection as a whole for comparison purposes. I then investigated what percentage of the total 700 Nonfiction holdings was made up of 792 resources. Knowing that a few of our materials in this Dewey Category were shelved in the areas of Reference and DVD, I examined each resource on the topic of Theater Performance, collecting data on their individual ages and finding the average age of 792 materials in general so that I could compare it to the average age of 700 holdings and the average age of the collection as a whole. 
Assessment Data and Analysis:
Collection Map:
Mini Map of Overall Collection
	Dewey Category
	# of Items
	Average Age of Items

(in years)
	Percentage of Collection (%)

	Computer Science and General Works 

000-099
	94
	7
	.7

	Philosophy and Psychology

100-199
	188
	8
	1.4

	Religion

200-299
	175
	8
	1.3

	Social Sciences

300-399
	1,010
	7
	7.6

	Language

400-499
	186
	14
	1.4

	Natural Sciences and Mathematics

500-599
	512
	9
	3.9

	Technology

600-699
	1,095
	8
	8.3

	The Arts

700-799
	587
	9
	4.4

	Literature and Rhetoric

800-899
	907
	15
	6.8

	Geography and History

900-999
	1,046
	10
	7.9

	Biography

92
	637
	10
	4.8

	General Fiction
	2,845
	12
	21.4

	Graphic Novel
	282
	9
	2.1

	Reference
	2,403
	10
	18.1

	Professional
	84
	13
	.6

	Story Collection
	185
	14
	1.4

	Easy
	119
	13
	.9

	DVD
	231
	8
	1.7

	Video
	681
	15
	5.1

	TOTAL


	13,267
	11
	


Collection Centered Analysis:
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Of our overall collection of 13,267 library materials, 587 are included in the Nonfiction 700s section of the collection. This number is, to begin with, significantly lower than the Mackin Company’s recommended number of 1,172 materials for a school of our size. With a total of 1,282 students, each of whom must take a fine arts course at some point in their high school career, our 700s section provides only less than 5/10 of a book per student. 
More shocking was the fact that though we have an active, thriving drama department, in the general nonfiction 700s section only 4 books in the collection fell within the Dewey Call Number 792 on the topic of Theater Performance. 

Recognizing that the school might have 792 holdings in other Dewey Categories, I investigated our reference and multimedia holdings. What I found was again a shockingly low number of resources, only 2 additional 792 materials in the reference section and 2 additional in the DVD collection. 
Age of 792 Holdings in the Reference, Nonfiction, and DVD Collections

	Title

	Call Number
	Age (in years)

	The Cambridge Guide to Theatre
	REF 792 CAM
	15

	Bordman, Gerald. American Theatre: A Chronicle of Comedy and Drama, 1930-1969
	REF 792 BOR
	14

	AVERAGE 792 REFERENCE AGE


	14.5

	The Concise Oxford Companion to the Theatre
	792 CON
	18

	Nardo, Don. Greek and Roman Theater 
	792 NAR
	15

	Yancey, Diance. Life in the Elizabethan Theater
	792 YAN
	13

	Woog, Adam. A History of the Elizabethan Theater
	792 WOO
	7

	AVERAGE 792 NONFICTION AGE

	13.25

	Theatre Video Series. The Make-up Workshop
	DVD 792.027 MAK
	22

	Porter, James and Joseph Lamirand. Mime Over Matter
	DVD 792.3 MIM
	22

	AVERAGE 792 DVD AGE


	22

	OVERALL AVERAGE AGE FOR 792 MATERIALS

	15.75


If a school only possesses 8 total 792 materials, their currency is certainly an important part of their being usable for students enrolled in Drama courses. My evaluation shows that the 792 resources contained in our library are an average of 15.75 years old, with the DVDs being the most outdated sub-category at a whopping average age of 22 years. 
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When compared with the average age of the collection as a whole and also with the average age of all 700 materials, it becomes all too apparent that Century’s 792 holdings are substantially more aged. Very revealing was the fact that the average age of materials in the 700s is a relatively low 9 years. With the exception of one book, no 792 material in the library is less than 13 years old. 
User-Centered Analysis:
Curricular Application of 792 Holdings 
in the Reference, Nonfiction, and DVD Collections
	Drama Department Curricular Course

	# Titles Meeting Curricular Need

(General Collection, Reference, DVD)

	Drama I
	5

	Drama 2
	1

	Drama 3
	0

	Technical Theater
	1


In addition to evaluating age, I wanted to see how well Century’s 792 holdings fulfilled the curricular needs of the drama department. I found that 5 of our holdings were subject appropriate for the introductory Drama I course, which focuses on such topics Early Theatrical History, Theatre Terminology, Theatre Games, Mime/Pantomime. By contrast, however, only one resource addressed the curricular needs of the Drama II course and none addressed the curriculum of Drama III. Only one DVD on Stage Makeup Application was related to the curricular goals of our new Technical Theater course. 
Our 792 titles can be compared with a retrospective bibliography to ensure that any titles considered high-quality classics in the area of Theater Performance remain in our collection, but I would have to recommend a complete overhaul of the Dewey Call Number 792. It is currently failing to meet the needs of any of our drama students, especially any enrolled in courses other than Drama I. Some of the historical sources may still be applicable; however, more current and comprehensive materials are likely available for purchase.  I would like to devote funds to building up this very small area of the collection and making it more viable for student use. Curricular theater topics such as Auditioning Techniques, Publicity, Children’s Theater, Sets and Scenery, Costuming, Sound and Lighting are not currently addressed by our collection at all, which must be rectified for the good of the students enrolled in drama courses. We have only one, 22-year-old DVD on stage makeup application, which is a curricular topic for Drama II and Technical Theater students, as well as a relevant topic to students involved in after school productions. I would therefore like to purchase books and more current DVD titles on this topic. While I recognize that the 792 section is a small Dewey area in our collection as a whole, given the strong curricular need for materials in this section to serve the drama department, I would like to set an immediate goal that our collection possess at least 20 holdings in our 792 section. 
Reflection:
I know that a the curricular topics covered in the four main subject areas are a priority in budgeting for the purchase of new materials, but given that there is currently such a strong trend of elective classes using the school library, I was surprised to see that the addition of a new course offering in the Drama Department had been entirely ignored in terms of our collection holdings. This assignment really helped me to see the importance of keeping up on new curricular developments. The assessment techniques I utilized were incredibly simple to put into practice by running some basic reports, accessing catalog information, and examining the materials on the shelves in person. The Drama classes have significant untapped potential for using the library. With 4 drama courses offered at our school and 3 dramatic organizations, it is an important need at our school to have a well-developed 792 section, but without maintaining up-to-date curricular records and taking the time to analyze these seemingly insignificant areas of the collection, it is all too easy to fail to meet the needs of the students. 
