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Selection Tool Activity
Fictitious Craigsville Elementary School – 2nd Grade Social Studies Unit on Families

1. Formats:

a. Picture Books and Easy Readers – Given that the students are only in second grade, very few will have well-developed reading skills, and therefore, picture books and easy readers are the clear choice for targeting the appropriate reading level. Also due to their young age, it might be very difficult for the students to imagine life in a different type of family from their own. It will therefore be important for them to visually see these families and how they operate in order to find commonalities between them and to recognize that love can be present in any type of family. The fictionalization of family types into cohesive plot or emotion-driven stories will be integral in the students’ connection with other family situations. Even the representation of different types of families as animals may make it easier for students to acclimate themselves to the idea of different family structures. There will also be a large number of materials to select from in these areas, particularly picture books. 
b. Easy Nonfiction – Easy nonfiction books would allow the students to read about real-life family situations but would still be on the students’ level and include plenty of images and photographs. 
c. DVDs – Documentary films on different types of families would be imperative for viewing together in class. This will enable the students to see real-life children with divorced parents, grandparents as caregivers, foster or adoptive home settings, etc. 
2. In the interest of teaching diversity and tolerance, it would be imperative, regardless of community make-up, to have a minimum of one resource addressing each of the below family structures:
a. Single parent

b. Divorced parents 

c. Blended Families – stepparents, stepsiblings, half siblings 

d. Grandparent(s) as Caregiver

e. Extended Family Under One Roof

f. Foster/Adoptive

g. Same-Sex Parents

h. Interracial

i. Traditional Nuclear Family

j. Many Sibling

k. Only Child

Each child needs to feel as though his/her family situation is normal and accepted; therefore, the prevalence of certain types of families being represented in the curriculum would increase with the number of students in or likely to be in that type of family situation. In terms of determining in which specific family areas I would need to focus, it would be important to rely on a current School and Community Analysis. For instance, I would want to clue into the statistics for single versus two parent households. The more single parent households in the area, the more important it would be to represent those family configurations in the collections. I would also closely pay attention to statistics regarding the number of persons per household; high numbers per household would support the common occurrence of large blended families, multiple sibling families, and extended families. I could accordingly place more emphasis on these areas. Community statistics will also provide information on the prevalence of mixed race households in the area. Not all family types would necessarily be represented in commonly collected community statistics, so I would also need to work closely with the guidance department. The school counselor(s) would be able to provide pertinent information about the prevalence of students coping with specific issues such as parents going through a divorce, the death of a parent, living with grandparents, the birth of a new sibling, etc. Due to the high level of sensitivity involved in this particular issue, if I was to learn that even one student at the school had same-sex parents, I would make sure that I purchased an extensive collection of suitable resources on this topic. 
3. Selection Sources:
a. School Library Journal - gives detailed, extensive evaluations of the books, including strong overview of the plot, practitioner reviewers
· would be helpful ensuring that the collection was as diverse as possible and (not too repetitive), as it would allow for more detailed comparison of plotlines and family relationships
· would allow for more detailed previewing when selecting materials about sensitive topics

· practitioner reviewers - realistic, appropriate inclusions in the school library

b. Booklist – wide scope, including some materials that might not yet be common to all school libraries, recommended-only reviews, easy to search online, draws comparisons with other existing texts, professional reviewers
· extensive, gives a ton of options for limiting searches by topic, age, and genre – a great option when building up an area of the collection practically from scratch; a more realistic option than Wilson Web
· nice to know any title found when searching is recommended, starred reviews can be doubly trusted

c. Multicultural Review – focuses specifically on multicultural materials, which can be difficult to find, easy to access back issues online
· round out collection with more diverse representations of families of all races and religious beliefs (even traditional nuclear families must be presented from varied cultural backgrounds)

· especially useful for finding excellent materials on less common family configurations: same-sex parents, interracial marriage, family members with disabilities, etc. 

4. Selection Criteria:
a. Quality of Story: Is the plotline excellent in its own right, aside from the representation of diverse family structures? Does the book avoid being overly preachy? However appropriate the topic, I would not want a plot-driven book in my library that was not engaging of its own accord. I would want them to want to read the book. I would want to feel like the students were gaining knowledge and understanding of diverse families by their own processing of the story, not because the book was brainwashing them to think in a certain way.
b. Currency: Are the materials (even fiction) current enough that recent family trends are represented, and students can really see themselves in the people/characters represented? Without current depictions of family life, some family structures might be left out entirely (i.e. same-sex parents). I would never want a child to pick up a book and have their reaction be, “Nobody looks like that. This book is so old; I bet nobody’s family is like that anymore.”
c. Accuracy: Are religious/cultural customs and daily family life portrayed realistically? Are the feelings and emotional struggles of the people/characters depicted realistic/relatable? Integral in the students’ learning is their ability to empathize with the people/characters in the item. Inaccurate depictions will breed further ignorance and may upset the children you most intended to benefit from the book/movie.
d. Visual Appeal: Will the students be drawn in by the colors, photos, and drawings? Will the visual appeal of the book help the students have a positive experience even with materials presenting a very different family life from their own? An unappealing resource is worthless. Period. Visual appeal is especially important for helping students’ feel interested and connected with unfamiliar concepts.
e. Objectivity: Are sensitive family issues treated with dignity and respect? Are biased opinions presented/acknowledged but then dispelled? It is helpful for students’ logical thinking processes to present ill-informed ideas that children might have heard and then work to prove them wrong. All children should feel as though their family situation is respected. 
5. Molly’s Family by Nancy Garden:
After reading five reviews, I would definitely purchase Molly’s Family for my elementary school library. In the first place, I do believe it is essential in teaching diversity and tolerance to have same-sex parent families represented in the school collection. I want children to be prepared for the idea that someone might have two mothers or two fathers, and I want a child in that situation to feel that he/she is normal and to recognize (to be cliché) that families come in all shapes and sizes. Three of the five reviews mention a much older work Heather Has Two Mommies (1989). It’s great to have a more current option represented, and both Kirkus Reviews and Booklist gave preferential treatment to Molly’s Family over its precursor. Kirkus Reviews calls it “a long overdue alternative to Leslea Newman’s groundbreaking, but one-dimensional Heather Has Two Mommies.” SLJ says Molly’s Family is “less overtly messagy.” This may be poor phrasing but represents a very important point for me. I don’t want the students to feel preached to, especially in something that they might take home to read for pleasure. Moral messages of respect and acceptance can certainly be imbedded, but appropriate conclusions should be drawn by the students. They are capable of doing the thinking for themselves. (I also feel that I would want books in the collection that just represent different families as normal without having every book specifically focus on different family dynamics as the overlying issue.) What I like most about the book is that all five reviews I’ve read specifically mention that the book doesn’t just focus on same-gender parent families. Instead, it acknowledges the vast diversity of family situations among students in a given classroom and presents the all important idea that love can be present in any type of family. SLJ notes that what helps Molly most in the story is “seeing many different kinds of families: Tanya has a mommy, a daddy, a grandma, and two brothers; Stephen has no father; Adam has no mother; some kids are adopted.” The book hits on the vast majority of the different family types I slated for inclusion in the library collection, and I think it is clear that all students, regardless of background, could relate to the story. 
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