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Media Materials Selection Criteria and Professional Sources

Guiding Questions for Media Materials Selection:

· Does our library contain the major award-winning books from the previous year?

· What series books should I be buying the next installments of based on student popularity?

· What sections of the library need some fresh life breathed into them? i.e. Are all the space books tired and worn? Are there only a small handful of poetry books?

· Were there any areas of student interest that on which I could not provide enough material?
· What have the teachers requested? 
· What does our library need more of in order to supplement each grade’s curriculum?
· Are new books due out by my favorite authors and illustrators?

· Do any materials need to be replaced due to wear and tear?

Things to Consider When Selecting Individual Materials:

· Have I found at least three positive reviews for the item?
· Do I think students/teacher will be interested in the topic? Who do I envision checking out the item?

· Is the item recommended by other professionals I know?

· Have I seen the item in person at a bookstore or library? 
· Would a student be drawn to pick the book up? Was its cover visually appealing?

· If applicable, are the illustrations, photographs equally as appealing?

· From a quick skim, does it seem like the book reads well?
· Does the item seem appropriate for the target age group?

Professional Selection Sources:

· Booklist
· Not solely focused on literature for school-aged children, has adult division as well

· Entries more like our annotations or summaries than true reviews

· Categorizes by topic and by award with cross-references
· Horn Book Guide

· Online searchable database (75,000) or semi-annual print copies (2,000 new titles)

· Arranged by Dewey subject, grade level indicated

· Concise entries; reviews only

· Rating system 1 (outstanding) – 6 (unacceptable), 1s and 2s receive easy-to-spot triangle
· Entries read like annotations, seems that the number rating is really important

· School Library Journal

· Not just reviews, contains other field-related articles and entries
· Stars indicate most highly recommended titles, no real way of differentiating between the other reviews

