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Evaluation of Published Action Research

1.  Include a citation for the research article? Did you find it in a journal reviewed by experts in the field before it was published? That is, was the article in a juried (refereed) publication? The answer to this question should be yes, and explain how you know in the critique. 
Dotson, K., & Grimes, C. (April 2010). The graduation project: research in action.  Teacher Librarian, 37, 4. p.59(6). Retrieved March 27, 2011, from Academic OneFile via Gale:
http://hoover2.mcdaniel.edu:2057/gtx/start.do?prodId=AONE&userGroupName=west41605.
I found this action research report via Hoover Library’s online database holdings of Teacher Librarian, which is a juried/refereed publication. Teacher Librarian is one of the journals featured in our “Resources” tab on Blackboard. The journal is co-edited by David Loertscher and Betty Marcoux and welcomes, for review, “original manuscripts on any aspect of library services for children and young adults that will contribute to excellence in programs and improved support for their delivery” (TeacherLibrarian.com).The article itself states, “Articles in TL are blind refereed by members of the advisory board. This article was submitted in August, 2009 and accepted in February, 2010.”
2. Does the article have a stated research question or problem; that is, can you determine the focus of the author's work?

In accordance with the National Commission on the High School Senior Year’s 2001 report emphasizing the need for students to develop independent learning habits and also in keeping with the AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner, the state of North Carolina instituted the NC Graduation Project, which took effect with the class of 2010. Jamesville High School began piloting the addition of the graduation project to the curriculum in advance. The authors of the article, an English teacher and a teacher-librarian, recognizing the need to ensure that the students were properly prepared to complete this new graduation requirement, set out to explore the impact of and improve the collaborative interaction between teachers, librarians, and members of the community on the successful implementation of the graduation project. The action research plan also investigated student perspectives on the graduation projects and challenges that small, rural schools may encounter in implementing the state requirement. 
3. Is this an article that describes the collection of data, or does it describe and synthesize other studies in which data were collected (meta-analysis)? 
The article describes the action research plan’s own collection of data, though it often referenced other pertinent scholarly articles, which were used to shape the proceedings of the action research project. At the start of the action research project, the faculty of JHS collaborated to develop guiding questions for the approval of student proposed topics. Exit surveys and interview guidelines were also developed. 
4. Is the article logically organized and easy to follow? What could have been done to improve its organization and readability? 
The article begins by introducing the premise behind the development of the NC Graduation Project. It discusses these developments at length, which was rather frustrating for me as a reader because I wanted to be able to quickly gain a overview of the action research project itself; the article was very delayed in getting to the major premise of the research project. Even then, the “action research” discussed doesn’t seem to have truly been focused around a problem. For the most part, it seems that the data collection consisted of observing the collaboration between students, teachers, librarians, community members, and parents to see what types of relationships were fostered. I was surprised that it did not seem that any effort whatsoever was made to try to increase or further develop these relationships. The article was difficult to follow because I kept expecting it to become more concrete in discussing the action research, but it never did. The more I read of this article, the more I felt that it is actually a poor example of action research. 
5. Does the article contain a section that outlines and reviews studies on this topic? In what ways is this previous literature relevant to the research problem? 
The article does not contain a separate section that outlines and reviews studies on this topic, though it does discuss three other related studies that were conducted in the state of North Carolina. Lowder (2008) explored the state-wide implementation of the graduation project. Egleson, Robertson, and Smith (2002) investigated data relating to the components of the project, and Bond, Egelson, Harman, and Harman (2002) explored the connection between student participation in the project and increased skill proficiency. The article also made reference to Kuhlthau, Maniotes, and Caspari (2007), which showed that “Schools that rely on the isolated teacher/classroom model find it challenging to meet the needs of 21st century learners.”
6. If the author explained procedures that were followed in the study, are these procedures clear enough that you could repeat the work and get similar results? What additional information might be helpful or essential for you to replicate the study? 
No, I actually don’t feel that the procedures are clearly outlined at all. The article’s discussion of the procedures for the action research project is shaped in a manner that makes it very difficult to sort out a linear progression of steps. Much of the procedure seems to be clouded in mystery, which would make it very difficult to replicate the study in regards to a similar high school graduation requirement. 
7. If data were collected, can you describe how they were collected and how they were analyzed? Do you agree with what was done? What additional things would you have done if you had been the researcher?
Some data was collected by observing the collaborative interactions between students, teachers, the school librarian, community members, and parents. Most of the data collected came from student surveys and exit interviews. From what I can tell, nearly all of the data collected was qualitative. 
For a start, if I had been the researcher, I might have investigated the role of the mentor in the successful completion of the graduation project. I might have set up a control group of students working on their projects without the benefit of a mentor and an experimental group working with a mentor. I might have also explored the differences in performance between students who had only a school-based advisor and students who were also mentored by a member of the community. 
Based on the results of their investigations, did more clearly define the specific roles of administration, teacher-librarians, teachers, and community members assisting the students with their graduation projects. The authors also determined that rural areas may have increased difficulty providing a mentor for each of their students. 

8. Do you agree with the interpretation of the results? Why or why not? 
Based on the writing of this article, I am not so sure that the results of the action research project have actually been interpreted because I’m not sure that they were ultimately very focused in scope. Of the Findings, the article states, “This project sought to promote and strengthen collaborative partnerships among students, faculty, and the community. In order to do this, feedback from all of these stakeholders was collected and inferences were made from this data. The findings of this action research revealed some strengths and challenges in developing collaborative relationships in a small rural community.” 
Student responses concerning their level of comfort with the project and their sense of skill improvement through the completion of the project were recorded, though it is not clear to what effect. Students were asked about the level of parental support they received in completing their projects, but the article made no suggestions for the use of this data either. There was no investigation of possibilities for increasing parental involvement.  

9. Finally, reflect over the entire article. What is, for you, most important? What do you find most interesting? What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of this article? Will you remember this article in the future? Why or why not? 
The article makes viable recommendations – to prepare the faculty aiding in the graduation project process with appropriate professional development activities and also to consider online conferencing as an alternative for meeting with mentors face-to-face so that students can expand their possibilities for forging mentor relationships beyond their own small towns. It is not clear, however, exactly how these recommendations were developed in connection with the research findings, nor are there any specific ideas for implementation of these ideas. 
It seems like the research conducted and discussed in this article could be a jumping off point for genuine action research in that it establishes typical patterns and behaviors, but there is nothing cohesive here that is worthy of analysis in my opinion. The “active research” contained within this article is unfocused and without a specific goal or question that was to be explored. I will remember this article in the future as an example of what not to do in action research. 
