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Print Sources
Biographies:___________________________________________________________________________________
Abbey, Cherie D., ed. Biography Today: Profiles of People of Interest to Young Readers. Vol. 17. Detroit: Omnigraphics, 2009. 66.00. (978-0-7808-1021-1).
Subject: Social Studies
A compilation of all of the 2008 articles from the individual issues of Biography Today, this text features detailed biographies on contemporary personalities ranging from Anderson Cooper to the ever popular, Zac Efron for use with the highest level elementary students. “The showcased individuals represent politics, sports, entertainment, science, and business. The information provided includes childhood, education, first job, marriage and children, career highlights, hobbies, awards, contact address, personal Websites, and further reading suggestions. . . The articles extensively use quotes from the personalities and those close to them as well as personal stories that give more than bare biographical statistics . . . Features include cumulative place of birth, birthday, and general indexes for not only the 32 people in this volume, but all entries for 2008 (ARBA 2010).
Cotter, Charis. Born to Write: The Remarkable Lives of Six Famous Authors. Annick P., 2009. 24.95. (978-1-5545-1192-1).

Subject: Language Arts, Media
Far from dry, traditional biography, Cotter explores the childhoods of the six well-known authors and diverse authors he features (E.B. White, C.S. Lewis, Madeleine L’Engle, Phillip Pullman, and Christopher Paul Curtis) and seems to divulge their innermost secrets. Each author’s section begins recreated scene from the author’s childhood, which features dialogue and pulls the young reader into the world of the author. These fictionalized segments are followed by nonfiction biographies that discuss “how the writers transformed their childhood struggles into great stories. Occasional notes also highlight the connections between some authors, while a bibliography of each author’s books, an additional bibliography of recommended resources about the authors, and source notes for direct quotes complete this accessible, thought-provoking, and fun-to-read volume” (Booklist 2009). 

Cotter, Charis. Wonder Kids: The Remarkable Lives of Nine Child Prodigies. Annick, 2008.  24.95. (978-1-5545-1134-1)

Subject: Social Studies, Language Arts, Music, Math, Art
“[T]his collective biography features nine people who excelled in their respective fields as children: Phillis Wheatley in poetry; Maria Agnesi in languages and mathematics; Clara Schumann, Fanny Mendelssohn, and Stevie Wonder in music; Buster Keaton in comedy; Dai Vernon in magic; Wang Yani in painting; and Terence Tao in math.” Like Born to Write, “[e]ach chapter begins with a dramatized scene from the child’s life, followed by a clearly written biographical account, and closing with suggestions for learning more about the person’s life and/or work . . . The book includes highlighted sidebars and quotes as well as other graphic elements that add life and color to the pages” (Booklist 2008).
Drucker, Malka. Portraits of Jewish American Heroes. Dutton. 2008.  21.99. (978-0-5254-7771-6)        

Subject: Social Studies                                                           
An excellent addition to the culturally-aware school library, this volume explores the lives of 20 Jewish heroes. For many students, it may be new information that some well-known names such as Albert Einstein and Steven Spielberg are those of Jewish Americans. “Drucker’s eloquent, chatty style opens up big issues about Judaism as a source of idealism and for a just, compassionate society. The bibliography and the Jewish American history time line will lead interested readers on to more information” (Booklist 2008).
Gifford, Clive. 10 Inventors Who Changed the World. Kingfisher, 2009. 14.99. (978-0-7534-6259-1).

Subject: Science
The world was forever changed as a result of the 10 scientific pioneers featured in this text. Some of the nine men and 1 woman are household names and others, though their names are less recognizable, certainly left a lasting impact.  “Starting in ancient times with Archimedes, the chronology ends in modern times with Korolev, a Soviet-era rocket designer. Each section offers a succinct yet thorough biography of the inventors. Striking graphic-novel-style art is a visual aid to draw readers into each setting and era” (SLJ via Wilson Web).
Harris, Laurie Lanzen, ed. Biography for Beginners: African American Leaders. Vol. 1. Favorable Impressions, 2007.  30.00. (978-1-9313-6035-7).

Subject: Social Studies                                                                                                                                                    
“It is hard to find reference sources particularly earmarked for younger learners in elementary grades and those older students who may be struggling readers.” But this particular text hits the mark. “Information is accessible and delivered in a conversational tone. Content is well chosen, with a conscientious effort to support curriculum” (Booklist 2008). “The latest title in the Biography for Beginners series introduces the young researcher to 37 prominent African Americans, men and women who succeeded in breaking barriers in civil rights, athletics, political and social reform, and science and invention . . . Quick facts consisting of name, year of birth and death (when applicable), and major achievements are followed by profiles containing a blend of personal and professional facts relating to the person’s early childhood, educational background, career and achievement, and later life . . . Numerous archival black-and-white photographs, maps, and illustrations flesh out the text. A glossary, short profiles of other African Americans, and a subject index complete this valuable foundation resource” (Booklist 2008).
Harris, Laurie Lanzen, ed. Biography for Beginners: African American Leaders. Vol. 2. Favorable Impressions, 2008.  30.00. (978-1-931360-36-4).

Subject: Social Studies, Art, Music                                                                                                                                               
Volume 2 of Biography for Beginners: African American Leaders utilizes the same format as the earlier compilation but focuses “on authors, actors, artists, musicians, and entrepreneurs” (Booklist 2008). (Books in Print)
Harris, Laurie Lanzen. Colonial America and the Revolutionary War: The Story of the People of the Colonies, from Early Settlers to Revolutionary Leaders. Favorable Impressions, 2009. 49.00. (1931360340).

Subject: Social Studies
Simply done in classic black and white, this historical volume features a pleasantly large and readable font. The book pulls double duty in the school library with its first two sections, “Colonial America” and “The Revolutionary War” serving to provide general historical information and its last section “Biographical Profiles” providing 28 brief “sketches cover[ing] perennial research favorites such as Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, Abigail Adams, Dolley Madison, and Phillis Wheatley . . . An appendix contains fundamental documents from the Mayflower Compact to the Constitution as well as a brief time line of the Revolution” (SLJ). 
Primm III, E. Russell. Favorite Children’s Authors and Illustrators. 8 vol., 2nd ed. Tradition, 2006.  368.00. (1-59187-065-8)

Subject: Language Arts, Media

Authors included in this 8 volume set (a 2 volume increase from the previous edition) are obvious choices for their extended popularity among their audience of children and range from the traditional Louisa May Alcott to the contemporary J.K. Rowling. In addition to featuring biographical information on the featured authors, each volume of the set includes explanations of the major U.S. awards for children’s literature and the cumulative index for the series (Booklist 2007).
Rockman, Connie C., ed. 10th Book of Junior Authors and Illustrators. 10th ed. New York: H.W. Wilson, 2008. 120.00. (978-0-8242-1066-3).
Subject: Language Arts, Media
“This volume covers some 200 authors and illustrators of books for children and young adults . . . “ (Wilson Web). It is a “[s]tandard resource for libraries serving young readers and students studying children's and young adult literature” (Booklist).
Skurzynski, Gloria. This is Rocket Science: True Stories of Risk-Taking Scientists Who Figure Out Ways to Explore Beyond Earth. Washington D.C.: National Geographic, 2010. 28.90. (978-1-4263-0598-6).
Subject: Science
“This concise book provides a historical, as well as contemporary, introduction to the field of aeronautical engineering with a decidedly human interest perspective. . . . This text will be a great introduction to many of the significant contributors to the field of rocket science.” (Sci Books Films via Wilson Web)
Young, Jeff C. Inspiring African American Inventors: Nine Extraordinary Lives. Enslow, 2009. 33.27. (978-1-5984-5080-4). 
Subject: Science
This biographical compilation explores the lives of nine often little-known African American Inventors, such as Madam C.J. Walker, renown for her development of hair products designed specifically for the African American. “Besides providing biographical information, the book discusses inventions such as the shoe-lasting machine, the three-way traffic signal, synthesized cortisone, and laser surgery for cataracts . . . [T]he book includes pictures of web pages accompanied by directions for reaching online links to approved sites related to the inventors. Clearly written and logically organized, this volume provides a useful guide to the subject (Booklist 2010).
Directories, Almanacs, Yearbooks, and Handbooks:___________________________________________________
The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 2010. World Almanac Books, 2010.  34.95. (978-1-60057-126-8). 
Subject: General, Social Studies                                                                     
A faithful standby reference, “[t]his is the most comprehensive and well-known of almanacs. . . . [It] contains a chronology of the year's events, consumer information, historical anniversaries, annual climatological data, and forecasts. [A] full-color section has flags and maps. [The text] includes [a] detailed index” (WilsonWeb).
Janssen, Sarah. The World Almanac for Kids. World Almanac, 2010. 24.95. (978-1-6005-7128-2). 
Subject: General, Social Studies                                                                                                                                          
“This volume contains information on animals, art, religion, sports, books, law, language, science and computers.” Though much more approachable for the young reader, like its more grown-up counterpart, it, too, “includes a section of full-color maps and flags [and is also] illustrated throughout with pictures, diagrams, and charts” (Wilson Web).
Mazer, Anne and Ellen Potter. Spilling Ink: A Young Writer’s Handbook. Roaring Book/Flashpoint, 2010.  16.99. (978-1-5964-3514-8).
Subject: Language Arts
“Avoiding traditional chapters, the coauthors address issues by turns in short personal takes . . . [B]oth have diverting things to say about everything that happens in between, whether it’s the narrative voice or (eek) writer’s block. Always agreeable, practical, and commonsensical in their approach, the two are also refreshingly permissive (‘it’s fine to break rules’), though they add the caveat that rule breakage should come from a knowledge of said rules and a good reason for breaking them. Their text is enlivened with sidebar features, personal anecdotes, and suggestions to readers for exercising their new skills (happily these aren’t called ‘Exercises’ but, instead, ‘I Dare You’)” (Booklist 2010).
Amazing Animals of the World, Set 1. 10 vol. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2008. 199. (978-0-7172-6225-0)                                                                                                                                                  
Subject: Science

This ten volume set features 400 entries on all varieties of animals: mammals, birds, insects, amphibians, and reptiles. Included are a range of animals from common household pets to exotic and little-known creatures. Perfect for the youngest elementary school readers, each animal’s information is clearly presented on a single page, “with the following information provided: common and Latin names; an icon to depict whether it is a bird, fish, mammal, or other; class, order, and family classifications; size, diet, and reproductive information; information on the species habitat (with a map of the region it is commonly located in); status if endangered or threatened; and a full-color photograph” (ARBA/Books in Print). 
Glenday, Craig, ed. Guinness World Records 2010. Guinness World Records, 2009. 39.95. (978-8-4080-8791-5)
Subject: General

Ever the favorite among inquisitive children, this annual text provides the latest updates for the world’s zaniest records. As always, students will be disgustingly fascinated by many of the facts presented, such as the record for longest finger nails (PAC).
Dictionaries, Thesauri, and Encyclopedias:___________________________________________________________
The American Heritage First Dictionary. rev. ed. Houghton, Mifflin, 2009. 17.95. (978-0-547-21597-6).

Subject: General
“This dictionary includes more than 2,000 entry words, and 850 full-color photographs and drawings,” yet all items are presented in a manner that is approachable for even the youngest elementary students – from the cover featuring an adorable puppy to the clean, simple pages featuring purple word entries, vivid photographs, and explanatory bubbles. (Wilson Web).
Animal Lives. 7 vol. World Book, 2009. 139.00. (978-0-7166-0401-3).      
Subject: Science

“More a set of frequently asked questions for each animal group than a traditional encyclopedia, this colorful resource answers general queries about a variety of creatures in two-page chapters. After a brief introduction, each book addresses questions regarding the life cycles, habitats, and endangered status of its subjects. While the approach to topics is similar throughout, there is some deviation; the volumes covering reptiles and mollusks, for instance, explore individual creatures within a species, while there is no such breakdown in the books on mammals, fish, or birds. The layout is straightforward and uncluttered, with plenty of white space and a generous use of color photography. Numerous subheads and varying font sizes and colors make this a user-friendly set. Random "Fun Facts" are sprinkled throughout, and "Find Out More" includes current titles and established Web sites. With the inclusion of a simple quiz and research project at the end of each book, these volumes are particularly suited for school use” (SLJ).

Bingham, Caroline. First Dinosaur Encyclopedia. DK Publishing, 2007.  15.99. (978-0-7566-2539-9).

Subject: Science

Designed for the young reader/explorer, this one volume, comprehensive text provides detailed information on the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods while highlighting an extensive list of dinosaur species. Fun caption headings will draw in the young, inquisitive mind (SLJ). 
Britannica Student Encyclopedia. 11 vol. Encyclopedia Britannica, 2007. 499.00. (978-1-59339-300-7).

Subject: General                                                                                                                              

“With a clear grasp of the interests of the target audience, this attractive and engaging set is a delightful entry into the student-encyclopedia market and a much-needed addition for the age group. It provides just the right amount of information without overwhelming young researchers” (Booklist via Wilson Web).
Bryan, Kim. One Million Things: A Visual Encyclopedia. DK Publishing, 2008.  24.99. (978-0-7566-3843-6).

Subject: General                                                                                
Brimming with attractive pictures for all age-groups, this source is a clear choice for the elementary library. The snippets of text are essentially captions for the stunning images; they provide detailed information in small snippets tailored to the young reader. “DK has put together a visual encyclopedia that runs with the concept of cramming a million bits of information into one volume. . . . Arranged in sections from nature to nutrition, the human body to technology, people and places to art and culture, the breadth of subject matter is impressive (SLJ via Wilson Web).

Encyclopedia of Health. 18 vol. 4th ed. Marshall Cavendish, 2009. 514.21. (978-0-7614-7845-4). 

Subject: Science                                                                                                                                                               

For use by the most advanced elementary school students, “this reference features alphabetically arranged entries on body function; diet and nutrition; human behavior; illness, injury and disorders; and prevention and care” and is a perfect supplement to lessons on the different systems of the body (Booklist via Wilson Web).
Hellweg, Paul. The American Heritage Children’s Thesaurus Updated Edition. Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  18.95. (978-0-5472-1599-0).

Subject: General
Geared toward a primary grade audience, this is one of the most updated thesauri available, from a trusted name.  The text “presents more than 4,000 entries and 36,000 synonyms divided into two groups: ‘best choices’ and ‘other choices.’”  This feature is essential in preventing the common woe associated with having students use a thesaurus – the selection of ill-suited words just because they sound intellectual (Wilson Web).
Hellweg, Paul. The American Heritage Student Thesaurus Updated Edition. Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  18.95. (978-0-547-21601-0). 

Suject: General
“This thesaurus presents 6,000 main entries and more than 70,000 synonyms with illustrative sentences.” Like the Children’s Thesaurus it serves as a thorough resource, but this text is geared for the more mature elementary school student with its more expansive selections and slightly more grown-up format (Wilson Web).

King, David C. First People: An Illustrated History of American Indians. DK Publishing, 2008. 19.99. (978-0-7566-4092-7). 

Subject: Social Studies
“This rich pictorial work serves as an entertaining, informative, and visually appealing introduction to American Indian culture and history,” and is a must-have resource for Social Studies units on American Indians.  “Each of the seven chapters covers a different time period in chronological order. . . . The glossy photographs, colorful drawings, and easily accessible paragraphs . . . make for an easy-to-use overall package” (SLJ via Wilson Web).
Legay, Gilbert. Dictionary of North American Indians and Other Indigenous Peoples. Barron’s Educational Series, 2007. 14.99. (978-0-7641-6043-1). 

Subject: Social Studies                                                                                                                         
“Presenting its details in an A-to-Z short-entry format with color illustrations on every page, this book offers brief, informative profiles of all major tribes, including the Iroquois, Algonquians, Muskogees, Sioux, Aztecs, Athapaskans, Dakotas, Osages, and many others. Here, too, are capsule biographies of memorable individuals, such as Comanche chief Quanah Parker, Sioux chief Sitting Bull, Spanish conquistador Francisco Coronado, U.S. General George Armstrong Custer, and others. In addition to color illustrations and photos, readers will find maps, an introductory overview of tribes from the Arctic to the present-day American southwest, and a brief chronology of related historical events from the 15th to the 19th century” (Books in Print).
Merriam-Webster’s Elementary Dictionary, Rev. ed. Merriam-Webster, 2009. 17.95. (978-0-8777-9675-6)
Subject: General
Presented in a format that is a perfect balance of traditional and kid-friendly, this text is set-up in typical dictionary columns but features a larger print and consistent color-coding to help orient the young reader. “Merriam-Webster’s dictionary for grades 3–5 has more than 36,000 entries and 800 illustrations. Synonyms, word histories, and word roots are presented in sidebars.”  Most exciting for the teacher or media specialist bent on encouraging excellent reading habits, is “a new—and unique—feature is the nearly 1,300 usage examples from 100 works of literature, including those by contemporary authors, such as Kate DiCamillo and J. K. Rowling, as well as classic authors, such as Charles Dickens and Mark Twain.” The text also contains other valuable and versatile resources which can be difficult to find at the elementary level, including “signs and symbols, a writer’s guide, a gazetteer, and U.S. and world maps” (Booklist/Fowlett-Destiny).     
Rubel, David. Scholastic Encyclopedia of the Presidents and their Times. Scholastic Reference, 2009.  21.99. (978-0-545-10149-3).

Subject: Social Studies                                                         

Though a single, inexpensive volume, this reference “documents the tenure of each of the American presidents. It also includes information about the headlines, people, and fads that were defining America during each presidency. . . . Each profile includes a fact box that lists the president's birthday, birthplace, vice president, wife, children, and nickname” (Publisher's note) (Wilson Web).                                                      
Self, David. The Lion Encyclopedia of World Religions. United Kingdom: Lion Hudson PLC, 2009. 19.95. (978-0-7459-4983-3). 
Subject: Social Studies
“. . . [T]his one-stop guide to the world’s most prominent religions is the perfect resource for young, inquiring minds. The fundamental beliefs and tenets of . . . Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Jainism, and the Baha'i faith are addressed in full, and details of the religions stories, prayers, and people are also included. Lavishly illustrated and entirely unbiased in content, this is an engaging look at religions past and present” (Books in Print).
Terban, Marvin. Scholastic Dictionary of Idioms (New and Updated). Scholastic, 2006. 19.85. (978-0-4397-7083-5).

Subject: Language Arts                                                             
Formatted in striking but simple black, white, and orange, this “introduction to American slang and phrase origins identifies and defines more than six hundred commonly used idioms, complementing the entries with . . . sample sentences and . . . illustrations” (Publisher's Note). In a world where students often do not come to school with a familiarity of what were once considered common sayings, this resource is an essential reference. Idioms continue to appear in school texts, and a failure to associate meaning with them can create one more barrier to reading comprehension (Wilson Web).
The World Book Encyclopedia. 22 vol. World Book, 2009.  1,099.00. (978-0-7166-0109-8).

Subject: General                                                                                                                                                                                 
“World Book continues to be a first choice for libraries, schools, and homes. It is easy to use [and] well illustrated.” While “World Book seems to be concentrating on its online edition,” its hard copy version remain the obvious choice for those moments when technology fails in the school library (Booklist 2009).
Young, Sue. Scholastic Rhyming Dictionary. San Val Turtleback, 2006. 20.85. (978-1-4177-3012-4).                                                                                            
Formatted in striking but simple black, white, and lime, this text “is an easy-to-use rhyming source for writing poetry, rap, slogans, songs, greeting cards, and stories.” It is the perfect resource to prevent writer’s block when working on creative writing projects (Wilson Web). 
Geographical:__________________________________________________________________________________
Bambaradeniya, Channa, Cinthya Flores and others. The Illustrated Atlas of Wildlife. University of California, 2009. 39.95. (9780520257856). 

Subject: Science, Social Studies
A perfect cross-curricular resource, this text not only provides information about the world’s animals but specifically groups them by geographical habitat. “Following an introductory section, ‘Living Earth,’ the book is divided into eight geographic areas, one for each continent plus ‘The Poles’ and ‘The Oceans.’ Each of these sections is [further] organized by habitat type, such as ‘Amazon Rain Forest,’ ‘New Guinea Highlands,’ and ‘Arctic Tundra.’ Sidebars highlight conservation status, animal behaviors, and other topics.” Different from typical animal reference sources, this text approaches its presentation of information from “an ecological point of view” (Booklist 2009).
Clark, Diane C. and Chernick, Miriam, ed. A Kid’s Guide to Washington D.C. Harcourt, 2008. 14.00. (9780152061258). 
Subject: Social Studies
This fun-text serves a perfect introduction to the history of the nation’s capital or as a precursory reference to a class fieldtrip or family outing. “Brimming with useful information in both text and sidebars, this sturdy, large-format guidebook covers a broad array of topics, everything from a brief history of Washington, D.C., to practical advice on how to get around the city . . . The book’s main strength is its child-friendly introduction to notable government buildings, memorials, museums, and other attractions. Among the many new destinations described are the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, the International Spy Museum, the National Museum of the American Indian, and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. The extensive appendix now lists 128 places to see and gives their locations in the city and online” (Booklist 2008).
Hammond, Paula. The Atlas of Endangered Animals: Wildlife under Threat around the World. Marshall Cavendish, 2009. 69.95. 9780761478720.
Subject: Science

Providing yet another important angle in the vast realm of animal related research resources, this text highlights specifically those animals considered to be endangered and will help to raise environmentally conscience citizens. “It contains 50 four-page entries arranged according to location (six continents plus the oceans) and offering vivid visual presentation. Entries provide profiles of each animal as well as a synopsis of its threats and conservation. All entries contain a sidebar of “Key Facts” and a map showing where each animal can be found in the wild. Each geographic section is prefaced with a short introduction about the area and the animals that can be found there.” The text is a perfect starting point for research. (Booklist 2010). 
National Geographic Visual Atlas of the World. National Geographic, 2008. 100.00. (978-1-4262-0332-9).
Subject: Social Studies
This text is essential for inclusion in the elementary school library for its “double-page spreads of regional maps . . . framed with four to six color photographs of the heritage sites that are indicated on the map. The main map section begins with North America and ends with Australia and Oceania. Each continent has physical and political maps and a two-page spread of thematic maps showing energy consumption, population density, economy, climate, water availability, and natural events. There is a two-page spread devoted to Greece and the Aegean, ringed with small topical maps, text, and color photographs of six heritage sites, including Meteora and Mount Athos. Every atlas has unique features, and this atlas has the most detailed maps of the Islands of Oceania this reviewer has ever seen in a world atlas. This is a first choice for any library needing a new medium-priced atlas” (Booklist 2009).
National Geographic World Atlas for Young Explorers. 3rd ed. National Geographic, 2007. 24.95. (978-1-4263-0088-2). 
Subject: Social Studies
This atlas targets an audience of young readers and is perfect for more independent use by elementary level students.  “Introductory material is one of the strong points in this atlas. Twenty-five thematic maps show climate, vegetation, population density, endangered species, world economies, and more. There is also a good explanation of the types of maps and how to read a map . . . Each map is accompanied by flags and facts about each country’s area, population, capital, and chief language. The U.S. maps come with similar information for the states” (Booklist 2008). This comprehensive atlas “includes photographs taken from space, political and physical maps, flags and statistics, and links to additional images and information on a companion website” (Wilson Web).
Raum, Elizabeth. The Dreadful, Smelly Colonies: The Disgusting Details about Life in Colonial America. Minnesota: Capstone Press, 2010. 25.32. (1429639598).
Subject: Social Studies
This single volume text provides a delightfully gruesome look at a very important period in American history and is sure to spark student interest. Like the other books in its series, the text “opens with a brief overview and time line, followed by two- to three-page chapters that discuss the dirty and disgusting conditions that were prevalent in the past. Topics include excretion and sanitation, spoiled food, grisly medical procedures, bug infestations, and early death. Large illustrations and photos, that are dramatic but not overly explicit, add to the texts” (SLJ 2010).
Senn, J.A. Quotations for Kids. Diane Publishing, 2006. 25.00. 978-1-4223-5244-1.
Subject: General, Language Arts
“This book contains more than 2,000 quotations to educate, entertain, & inspire young readers. An outstanding reference work, this compendium will have enormous appeal to all ages: it will be useful for reports, creative writing, & discussion, as well as being a delightfully entertaining book to browse.” One particular curricular use that comes to mind is teaching the use of quotations as attention-getters for introductory paragraphs of older elementary students. “Quotations are arranged by topic” (Books in Print).
The Times Comprehensive Atlas of the World. 12th ed. HarperCollins, 2008. 285.00. (97800614645080).
Subject: Social Studies
Perhaps the atlas that comes with the highest of recommendations, “the accuracy and authority of the previous editions continues in the twelfth. Statistics for the new edition include 125 plates, each on a two-plate spread with nothing lost in the gutter. There are 20,000 updates, 3,500 changes to place-names, and an index of more than 200,000 entries. The publisher has kept pace with the times. Maps are now completely digitized, and satellite technology is used in their preparation. To make decisions regarding boundaries, names, and geographical and environmental changes, the 50 cartographers use a database that is continually updated through a 24-hour-a-day news feed” (Booklist 2008).
Electronic Sources
General:______________________________________________________________________________________
Bookflix. Scholastic. 1099.00. 
Subject: Language Arts

Bookflix is an engaging online database makes texts come alive for students through video clips or what the site refers to as “fictional video storybooks” (Fowlett-Destiny).
BrainPop; BrainPop, Jr.; Spanish Edition, and Home Access. FWD Media, Inc. 1995.00. 
Subject: General

For one lump sum, a school library can gain access to BrainPop for older elementary students, BrainPop, Jr. for the primary grades, the Spanish edition for any ESOL students, and home access. The site features fun, curriculum-related video-clips. Teachers will love using it just as much as the students (Fowlett-Destiny). 
Gale Junior Reference Collection. Gale Group. 695.00.
Subject: General
For a relatively inexpensive subscription fee, elementary students can have access to a variety of online database resources. “This is an online version of the Gale Group's U∙X∙L electronic resources for students and librarians that combines the information from U∙X∙L Biographies 2.0, U∙X∙L Science, U∙X∙L Junior DISCovering Authors 2.0, U∙X∙L Junior Worldmark, U∙X∙L Multicultural, and U∙X∙L Encyclopedia of Science 2nd ed., with entries written at an appropriate reading level. The combined database provides an interface that permits searching by person, places, author, book, and multimedia, and it includes three Merriam-Webster dictionaries and a timeline with over 4000 entries” (SLJ via Wilson Web). 

Biographies:___________________________________________________________________________________
Current Biography Illustrated. H.W.Wilson.

This fully-illustrated online version of Current Biography is more conducive for the elementary student than its original, more bland counterpart. “Current Biography Illustrated (CBI) contains the full text of the 25,000 biographies and obituaries that have appeared in Current Biography Yearbook since 1940, many accompanied by photos (more than 20,000). CBI profiles artists, politicians, businesspeople, journalists, actors, writers, sports figures, scientists, and other prominent individuals in the news” (SLJ via Wilson Web).
Biography Resource Center. Farmington Hills, MI. Gale/Cengage Learning, 2008. $498.
While a more advanced resource than many elementary students could handle on their own, highly advanced students and even moreso, their teachers will benefit from access to the wealth of biographical information contained in this database.  “Gale's online reference database of biographical information includes more than 440,000 biographies on more than 340,000 prominent individuals from around the world in all disciplines.” With such extensive material, one is sure to find information on even more elusive persons of note. “In addition to full-text magazine and newspaper articles, photographs, and a Recent Updates section, it features a new interface and enhanced functionality” (ARBA 2009).
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias:___________________________________________________________________
Grolier Online. Scholastic, 2009. $0.85 per student above Gr. 3 (covers 4 databases)
Subject: General
Grolier Online can be customized to include as many of their 8 databases as one desires. While some are too advanced for use at the elementary level, others like The New Book of Knowledge and Amazing Animals of the World are perfect resources (Booklist 2009).
PebbleGo. Capstone Press. 395.00.
Subject: Science

When keeping the very youngest elementary school students in mind, PebbleGo is a perfect first online resource. It provides colorful, easy access to information on a wide variety of animals and would be a perfect resource for a student’s very first report (Fowlett-Destiny).
World Book Online. World Book, 2008. 569.00.

Subject: General

The standard school library subscription to World Book Online includes access to World Book Kids, World Book Student, and also the Spanish language edition. This is perfect for differentiation in the classroom. In addition to providing research support to any ESOL students of Hispanic origins with the Spanish language edition, the other two databases can be used to accommodate students of varying academic levels. World Book Kids is specifically intended for the elementary school student. “A bold, colorful, attention-getting layout greets users on the opening page of World Book Kids (WBK). This reference site designed specifically for younger students offers graphical browsing and searching options as well as easy-to-read content. Students can also browse maps, a dictionary, and pictures from the main page. Atlas the cartoon puppy guides new researchers on a tour of the site. In addition, if the sound icon is enabled, placing the cursor on various navigational buttons will cause the button names to be read aloud.” For the more advanced reader, however, World Book Student may be a better choice. (Booklist 2008). 
Geographical Sources:___________________________________________________________________________
InfoTrac Student Edition. Farmington Hills, MI: Gale/Cengage Learning, 2009. 1,295.00.
Subject: Social Studies
“InfoTrac Student Edition from Gale/Cengage Learning is aimed at the K-12 age group, and has more than 1,200 periodicals, most of which are full-text, as well as reference works (including The Columbia Encyclopedia and World Almanac and Book of Facts) and selected articles from newspapers. Nearly nine million articles are provided in all and the site is updated daily. The content has been screened to assure it is age-appropriate and all of the information within comes from reliable magazines, newspapers, and reference books. Students can find information here on the subjects of science, history, literature, politics, sports, and the environment, among others. These databases offer a simple, icon-heavy interface designed to help students get started in their searching, as well as pointers on paper-writing (ARBA 2010/Fowlett-Destiny).
CultureGrams. ProQuest.
Subject: Social Studies

This particular database is one utilized by Carroll County Public Schools that provides quick access to pertinent facts on the countries of the world and also on the provinces of Canada and the individual states of the U.S. (Follett-Destiny).
Free Websites
BibMe. GreenRiver.org. <http://www.bibme.org/>.
Subject: General. Language Arts

Featuring an easy-to-used tabbed format with internet auto-completion options, BibMe may just be the simplest citation generator yet. If the students create an account with parental permission, they can actually download their fully completed Works Cited pages directly from the site. Citations can be created according to MLA, APA, and Chiacgo/Turabian styles (Follett-Destiny). 
Dino Directory. The Natural History Museum. 30 Apr 2010. <http://www.nhm.ac.uk/jdsml/nature-online/dino-directory/>.
Subject: Science

“This database of dinosaur information and illustrations from the Natural History Museum in London, England, has an interface that provides multiple paths for accessing dinosaur data. The user may browse entries alphabetically, by geologic timeline (Upper Triassic to Upper Cretaceous periods), by geographic location, or by body shape. Each entry contains a black-and-white drawing and an enhanced action drawing (based on speculative estimates of coloring and habitats). . . . The text for each entry indicates such fundamental information as pronunciation, taxonomy, size, diet, and range. . . . Dino Directory serves admirably in its role as a well-organized source of basic information on these fascinating ancient reptiles.” (Evalutech via Wilson Web)

Encyclopedia.com. Gale. 3 May 2010. <http://www.encyclopedia.com/>.
Subject: General

“Encyclopedia.com, a free resource with more than half a million entries on a variety of topics. The best part? The information is from vetted reference sources. In fact, more than 200 dictionaries and encyclopedias are used to verify content on the site, with many more to follow. This is great news for librarians and researchers who want authoritative information from the Web. According to John Barnes, executive vice president, strategic marketing and business development, at Gale, “We hope to work with libraries to create a credible, citable alternative to other reference Websites” (Booklist).
Word Central. 2010. Merriam-Webster. 3 May 2010.  <http://www.wordcentral.com/>.
Subject: General, Language Arts
Merriam-Webster’s Word Central webpage is clean in design with a large, easy0to-use menu bar. It features not only an online dictionary and thesaurus but also an online rhyming dictionary, perfect for help with poetry assignments – in fact, the whole class can have access to this wonderful resource at once. (Fowlett-Destiny). 
National Geographic Kids: Explore Countries of the World. National Geographic. <http://kids.national geographic.com/kids/places/find/>.
Subject: Social Studies

This colorful online website, features easy-to-use icons and links students to quick information on countries all over the world with vivid accompanying pictures. It has a great "Find People and Places" page that would be valuable in helping students as young as kindergarten become familiar with the People of the Nation and World. Kids are able to click on a country's icon and read information on that country's geography, nature, history, people and culture, government and economy, and fast facts. Each country also has tabs to access a brief video clip and a map of the country (ILL).
NoodleBib. NoodleTools. 29 April 2010. <http://www.noodletools.com/>.
Subject: General, Language Arts

Though not as approachable for the elementary school student as BibMe, this website’s free youngster-oriented citation maker NoodleBib MLA Starter  provides a more thorough step-by-step process for creating citations. It would be most beneficial for the most advanced students (Fowlett-Destiny).
Old Farmer’s Almanac. 2010. Yankee Publishing. 30 Apr 2010. <http://www.almanac.com/>.
Subject: General, Social Studies

This site is a more advanced resource, but with teacher oversight, provides access to weather predictions; times for tides, sunrises, and sunsets; and also the stages of the moon. An additional valuable feature is its “Today in History” section, which could be a fantastic way to start off Social Studies class on a daily basis or an engaging element for the students’ at-home use (ARBA 2010).
REFLECTION:
Preference for Review Tools: As I compiled sources for my reference bibliography, I utilized nearly all of the recommended online review tools. I investigated the hardcopy review tool options at McDaniel, but determined that they just could not compete with the searching capabilities and up-to-the-minute reviews of the online tools. I signed up for a free 30-day trial of Booklist.com in order to complete the assignment, and overall, I found it to be my favorite source for reviews. I liked the amount of flexibility I had when using the advanced search option, and by far, the site had the most detailed reviews of any I used. It really provided insight into the value of each of the resources and very clearly stated the appropriate grade levels for using the source.  I also had a lot of success with Wilson Web and Books in Print. ARBA was a great resource, but I found it to be set up in a rather awkwardly. It gave very little information about the different sources, and I agree with my fellow classmates that it was less beneficial for finding materials at the elementary level. It was very difficult to determine age-level appropriateness of sources from ARBA, which was something I really needed additional help with since this way my first time planning at the elementary school level. I found that the source I liked the least was School Library Journal’s online review database. Its searching was very clumsy: there is even a limit to the number of character’s you can enter when searching for a specific title. There were not as many reviews, and most were very dated. I tended to find better SLJ information about sources via other review tools.
Difficulties Encountered: (1) My preliminary difficulty was approaching this assignment from the elementary perspective, which was quite a different experience for me. I really wanted to provide myself with the opportunity to develop portfolio items at all grade levels, so that I can be equipped for a future placement at any level. Early on, I hacked into the catalogs of the elementary schools in Carroll County, but it was very difficult to isolate reference texts, so it was really pivotal that I visit an elementary library in person. The media specialists at Linton Springs Elementary were gracious enough to allow me to attack their shelves, and just seeing an elementary level reference section in person gave me a lot of ideas and comforted me that I was on the right track with my resources. Many of Linton Springs’ resources were outdated from the 1990s, but I understand why the librarians have perhaps been hesitant to throw them out. I fell in love with the format of some of the sources – their Thesauri, for example – and was utterly dismayed when I couldn’t locate more up-to-date editions. It was back to the drawing board. (2) As an English teacher, I was beyond annoyed that I could not find a good, current Writer’s Handbook for the elementary level. Maybe someday I will right my own, and that can be my claim to fame . . . (3) I was dissatisfied with many of the elementary level free websites, I tried out. Some were fabulous, and others, I just did not find valuable or well organized. Most of the elementary schools in Carroll County had very few site links on their media pages, and there was little variation. I found that I was really turned off by FactMonster, which was listed on nearly every school’s site. I really did not like that some of the resources named on ILL were ones that could be altered by any online reader, in the same vein as Wikipedia. I think the area of finding truly valuable free websites is one on which I will really need to focus if I ever work as a media specialist at the elementary level. (4) My greatest difficulty and aggravation was obtaining price quotes for the subscription databases. (In hindsight, perhaps I should not have confessed that I was a graduate student completing an assignment and not actually intending to buy something.) I could not believe how many companies did not have quotes online but discovered that for many companies, the pricing differs by state. This meant that, in most cases, I was only able to get pricing information from the one representative for the state of Maryland, who never seemed to answer his/her phones or promptly return calls. No one else was able to help unless I went to the Managerial level and that took more calls and more transfers. I never was able to speak to someone from ProQuest who was able to give me a straight answer. I could understand why, if I was actually ordering a subscription, I might need to speak with my district’s representative, but I really could not understand why there were not more employees authorized to at least give me a price quote. How else would you know if you had the money in your budget for that additional database you were considering? All in all, I did not feel as though effective sales strategies were in place. 
Lessons Learned: (1) Tabbed Internet Browsing is a God-send. I often worked on this assignment with 8-10 different tabs pulled up so that I could consult with Blackboard, the Fowlett-Destiny catalog, the public library, Amazon.com, and a five or so review tools. I do not know how librarians managed previously. (2) When I order subscriptions to online databases in the future, I will call weeks ahead of the time I want the subscription to begin or the time my budget allotments must be finished. (3) At the end of the day, after you’ve consulted all your resources about how to select products, putting together a reference section is a fairly commonsense process – but one that takes time. (4) At heart, I’m still a paper girl. I most enjoyed selecting the print resources, and during the revising stage, I had to have a paper copy of my Bibliography printed. 
Rationale for Resources Chosen: I tried to create a well-rounded elementary reference section without any sourced published earlier than 2006, so that they would be viable for the longest amount of time possible. I wanted there to be plenty of availability of general encyclopedias, since so many classes use them, so I included two print sets and multiple subscription and free online sources. For the more specialized reference books, I tried to hit mainly upon common curricular topics in the Social Studies, Science, and Language Arts classrooms, like Colonial America, American Indians, Countries of the World, and Children’s Authors. I also included biographical sources that applied to each of these subject areas. I did not feel that I really needed to focus on math specifically. Realistically, it is rare for math classes to use the media center and certainly some of the sources such at atlases could be utilized by a math class if the teacher was so inclined. The specials were predominantly represented in my biographical selections. If our class’s assignments have been any indication, researching animals is extremely popular at the elementary level and is also generally a topic of great interest for young students. I really worked to include a wide variety of animal resources so that all of the students in a class could really have the opportunity to work with multiple sources in one visit to the media center without fighting over books. Animals are discussed at every grade level, so I also made sure to include sources at a variety of reading levels on the topic. Whenever possible, I tried to select great single volume hardcopy texts, which are more budget friendly. Theoretically, I would be able to allot more funds to online databases in this way.  
Overall Understanding of the Selection Process: I do think that I have come away from this assignment with a good understanding of the selection process. It can be very trying and time-consuming, but I found it genuinely fulfilling when I located a source that I thought would be perfect. I enjoyed the hunt, and now have go-to selection sources with which I found success.  Knowing how expensive these materials can be – especially the databases – I know that I will be very careful to evaluate what is most necessary for my school community. Post reference bibliography, I do feel more confident that I will be able to select valuable reference sources for any school level. 
