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Integrated Lesson Plan

Unit Title: Medieval British Literature
Lesson Title: Research to Support Literary Analysis Arguments for Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales
Step 1: Task Definition
Subject/Grade Level:  HN British Literature (11th and 12th grade)
Objectives: 
The students will gain knowledge and understanding of 3 schools of literary criticism: Formalist, Historical/Biographical, and Feminist in order to select/build the analytical research angle most appropriate to their individual thesis statements.

The students will engage in the Task Definition step of the Big 6 Research Process in order to evaluate and establish their areas of research need.
Time Required: 85 min. 
Resources/Materials: 
· Copies of Entrance Slip

· Big 6 Handout

· PowerPoint on Schools of Literary Criticism

· Note-Sized Copies of PowerPoint Slides to serve as resource handouts on the schools of literary criticism (Formalist, Historical/Biographical, Feminist only)

· Additional text resources on approaches to literary criticism

· Student Generated Literary Analysis Thesis Statements adhering to the THESIS = work (what?) + method (does what?) + method specifics (in what way?) + purpose (so what?) equation (all thesis statements based around the method of characterization, i.e. foil characterization, parallel characterization, creation of a fictitious persona, etc.)

· Notebook paper

Pre-Assessment: (6-8 min.)
The students pick up the Entrance Slip for today’s lesson on the blue desk as they walk into the room. They find their seats in the classroom quickly and quietly and begin work on the six questions contained on the entrance slip.
Engagement: (10 min.)
· After 6-8 minutes of students’ independent work on the entrance slip, the class will convene as a whole under teacher direction. 
· The class shares previous academic experiences with research.

· The class compiles a working list of steps in the research process.

· The teacher will briefly establish the curricular objectives for the day.

Lesson Development: (62 min.)
· The teacher passes out copies of the Big 6 reference handout and asks the students to compare the 6 step process to the working list of research steps compiled by the class. 

· Where do our steps fit in with the Big 6?

· Did we cover everything?

· The teacher emphasizes that today’s lesson will revolve around Step 1 of the Big 6 only, continuing to emphasize the purpose/product of today’s lesson.

· The teacher bridges the gap between the Big 6 discussion and discussion of the schools of literary criticism by explaining that the students will need to decide on/develop their critical angles for their formal research papers in order to properly evaluate what types of research materials they will need.
· The teacher passes out PowerPoint’s corresponding notes handout on schools of literary criticism.
· The teacher presents brief PowerPoint on the schools of literary criticism, briefly orally explaining that there are many different schools of criticism that have emerged according to trends throughout literary history, but focusing in detail on the three selected for the lesson: Formalist, Historical/Biographical, Feminist. Care is taken to highlight the types of research documents utilized by each school of criticism.
· The teacher asks students to examine their previously composed thesis statements in pairs and aid their partners in selecting the schools of criticism that would be most appropriate for them to pursue.

· Three students are selected to share their thesis statements and offer reasoning for their selection of their schools of literary criticism. Selections are discussed and evaluated by the class as a whole.
· The students are given a few minutes to revise/reevaluate their selection of schools of literary criticism.
· The students are directed to create a list (on notebook paper) of ideal types of documents they would utilize to support their literary analysis assertion in their research papers according to their chosen schools of criticism, i.e.: historical documents discussing the life of Chaucer, scholarly literary criticism articles written on the character Griselda from the feminist perspective, etc. Each student should have a minimum of 8 potential document types on his/her list.
Closure: (5 min.)
· The teacher establishes the number of outside sources required for the completion of the project: 5 (at least 2 must be scholarly literary criticism articles).
· The teacher links to tomorrow’s lesson when steps 2 and 3 of the Big 6 will be addressed. It is made clear to the students that continued work on the research paper will include collaboration with the school media specialist and use of media center resources.
Assessment:

· Students will submit their list of ideal documents (with their thesis statements and selection of schools of literary criticism) to the teacher for evaluation/comments prior to tomorrow’s lesson. 
· Teacher will evaluate students’ mastery of objectives based on their
· Selection of appropriate schools of literary criticism.

· Evident correspondence of selected school with types of resources listed.

· Thoroughness of generated list of ideal resources.
· Potential for generated list of resources to support students’ assertions made in their thesis statements.

· Teacher will make written recommendations on the students’ papers and will address any gaps in comprehension of the day’s lesson first thing tomorrow. Those students exhibiting the greatest signs of struggle with the Big 6 and schools of criticism concepts will receive specialized teacher attention during the selection of research materials. 
Name: ________________________
Date: ____________
Mod: ________
Research to Support Literary Analysis Arguments for Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales
Step 1: Task Definition
Entrance Slip:

1. Name a high school course in which you have previously completed a research paper or project.

2. What specifically was the final product achieved with the use of research? (Include length of paper, type of presentation, etc.)

3. What types of research resources did you utilize for the assignment?

4. How did you go about selecting the resources which you used? What resources did you use to find your materials?

5. What, if any, is your exposure to the Big 6?

6. Based on your experience, what process should one follow when conducting research/utilizing research materials? Jot down your research steps in the space below.

