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Community and School Analysis – Century High School

Part I: The Community

Century High School is located at 355 Ronsdale Road, falling within Sykeville’s postal jurisdiction in Carroll County, Maryland, but technically located in unaffiliated territory that is variably referred to as either Sykesville or Eldersburg. The school pulls its student body from Eldersburg, Sykesville, and surrounding unaffiliated areas. The area is a desirable one for commuters to Owings Mills, Baltimore, and Washington D.C. 
Far from being particularly diverse, the population is overwhelming made up of middle aged Caucasians. 89.8% of the persons living in Eldersburg are white. Family (non-single residences) make up 82.1% of the population. But as a median age of 38.4, well above the national average, would indicate, there is a low density of children associated with each family. Sykesville’s population breakdown by age peaks at 9 years of age. There are approximately 420 children of that age in the community. Not dissimilar to Eldersburg, however, the next highest population are 42 year old men.
Overall, statistics show that the community is one of affluence, as might be expected given the mature age of most of the adults in the area. Yearly income for the area ranks well above national and state averages. In 2008, the median household income for Sykesville was estimated at $87,210, compared with the state median of $70,545. Eldersburg ranks even more highly, with a 2008 median household income of $92,845, up nearly $22,000 from 2000. Interestingly, despite the high household income statistics, only 32.9% of the Eldersburg population hold a bachelor’s degree or higher, though this percentage still ranks above the state standard. Also as of 2008, both Sykesville and Eldersburg favorably compare with the statewide percentage of persons living below the poverty line. Overall, 8.5% of Maryland’s population lives below the poverty line; in Sykesville, this percentage is significantly lessened to 3.5% and diminishes even further in Eldersburg at 2.4%. Far and away, most residents own their own homes – an estimated 81% in Sykesville. 

This affluence is reflected in the students’ access to the internet. According to the school data clerk only fifteen families do not have a recorded parent contact email address on file. Because student access to the internet is of minimal concern, student use of teacher websites and Turnitin.com on a daily basis is strongly encouraged among the teacher population. The vast majority of students have home internet access, and those who do not frequent the school and library and friends homes after school. Students do visit the public library but often more infrequently. The Eldersburg branch of the public library is only nine minutes from the school, but it lies outside of Century’s district boundaries and is for many students twenty minutes away from home. 
Student mobility was 7.7% for Century High School as of 2009. This statistic has bounced up and down since the school’s inception in 2001, ranging from 4.1% to its current record high.  Percentages for subgroups within the population show that 25% of student mobility in 2009 was attributed to the FARMs students. This population shows a nearly constant steady increase in numbers since 2002 and currently consists of 7.1% of students for the 2010 school year. The national economic decline has certainly caused this percentage to increase as students’ have experienced times with one or both of their parents out of work. 
Though the area has grown in minority populations, it remains overwhelming Caucasian. In Eldersburg, 89.8% of the population is white, in Sykesville, 90.9%. African Americans make up only 4.9% of the population in Sykesville and only 4.7% in Eldersburg. 1.6% and 2.3% of the population is Asian in Sykesville and Eldersburg respectively. Sykesville has a Latino population of 1.3%. Minimal percentages of the population of each city are regarded as “Other.” This ratio is consistent with the school population which consists of 1,182 Caucasian students, 41 African American students, 32 Hispanic students, and 5 American Indian students. In Sykesville, 95.4% of residents are English speaking at home. Only 1.5% of residents speak Spanish, and 2.2% of the population speaks another Indo-European language. The percentage of families speaking Asian or Pacific Island languages at home falls at a mere .6% with all remaining languages registering at just .3%. Among students at Century, native languages spoken and written by students include Ivatan (spoken in the Philippines), Vietnamese, Korean, and Spanish in addition to English. Only .5% of the student population is designated as limited English proficient. This number has wavered between 0 and .7% since 2003. 
In terms of cultural opportunities, the Sykesville/Eldersburg area is not one of particular note, but the students have access to wider cultural opportunities in Westminster, a twenty to thirty minute drive. There, students can attend shows and lectures at McDaniel College. They also have access to affordably priced arts programming at the Carroll Arts Center in downtown Westminster. 
Part II: The School

Century High School defines its mission as follows: “Every individual at CHS is committed to creating a safe, challenging, yet supportive learning community. Unique partnerships, a technologically integrated learning environment, and high quality programs will ink learning to future careers. Students will emerge as dynamic, self-directed learners, responsible citizens, and active participants in a rapidly changing world.” The school serves a total of 1,282 students. These students are supported by 4 administrators, 8 instructional assistants, 7 counselors, 81 teachers, and various other secretarial and maintenance staff members. 
Historically, Century has maintained extremely high standards for test scores, particularly on the Maryland HSA. 2009 HSA data shows that 100% of Century’s high school seniors have taken all four HSA exams and passed the Maryland graduation requirement with a combined score of 1602 or higher. 2009 pass rates in the four subject areas are above 86% for all grade levels.  For the spring 2010 tests, Biology, Government, and English boasted first time test taker pass rates of over 97%. FARMs students are a population of concern in regards to their HSA scores, but the most significant problem area clearly lies with the Special Education population. Their pass rates in English are particularly troublesome at 43.8% for tenth grade and 46.2% for eleventh. This year marks the first time that Century has not met AYP due to the low pass rates of special education students on the English HSA. This is due to the gradually increasing of expectations in accordance with No Child Left Behind. 
AP numbers continue to rise. In 2009, the English and Fine Arts subject areas had the highest percentages of students earning Scores of 3-5, with 81.4% and 84.6% respectively. The Social Studies and Foreign Language subject areas had the lowest percentage of passing scores in 2009 at 52.5% and 22.2% respectively. Century has a uniquely low number of SAT test takers given the future goals of its students. The mean composite score for 2009 was 1575, up 15 points from the previous year. 
The majority of students at Century have clearly defined post-secondary education goals. We pride ourselves on provided a high level college preparatory program of studies. Of the 281 seniors from the class of 2009 who participated in the High School Program Completion Questionnaire, 21% were headed for two year colleges and a whopping 53.7% to a four year college, all as full time students. An additional 11.8% of the students stated that they would be pursuing a degree part time while working. 

Rare at the high school level, Century has a very active parent community, easily accessible via email in addition to over the phone. The PTSO works tirelessly to contribute funds specifically slated for the technological advancement needs of the school. Parent volunteers also provide breakfast for the students on the first day of school and potluck meals for the teachers on for Staff Appreciation and during evening conferences. Approximately five PTSO parent dedicate time weekly to address teacher’s bulk copying needs. Other vibrant parent groups include the Athletic, Music, and Drama Booster clubs. Each year, teachers meet with their advisee students and parents to handle scheduling for the upcoming school year. Of a given 18-20 member class, it is a true rarity to have more than one parent fail to attend. 
The school library at Century can accommodate two full classes at one time with both computer and table access. There is also an attached Media Lab maintained by the PTSO, which can be utilized by a third class. Scheduling for these areas and an additional fully separate lab is handled via online Outlook calendar. Small groups and individual students have access to the school library beginning for quick exchanges for fifteen minutes in the morning between 7:30 and 7:45 and after school from 2:35 to 3:30. The students may utilize the school library during their lunch mods by signing in at the front desk. They may also sign up to work in the library during their FLEX mod from 9:10 to 9:45. 
Trends in primary users of the school library have changed drastically since the founding of the school in 2001. In the past, primary users tended to be classes in the main content areas – particularly English and Social Studies. Government classes often conducted elaborate legal research projects. Correctly, Social Studies – and yes, even English class, are rarely seen utilizing the library. Among other factors, the school librarian attributes this drastic change to the advent of the Maryland High School Assessment as a graduation requirement. She feels that many of the teachers are so engrossed in test preparations that they feel unable to devote the time to library-centered projects and encouraging reading for pleasure. Many teachers also favor conducting research solely online, with both computer labs typically getting significantly more use than the library itself, and oftentimes teachers expect research to be conducted outside of school. Science classes are another rarity in the school library as their classroom laboratories are now equipped with computers. Content areas that now use the school library most frequently include Psychology, Health, Freshman Seminar, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Agricultural Science.
Students who pursue personal reading and information needs in the school library have varying tastes largely delineated by gender. Magazine periodicals are popular across the board. Most casual circulation occurs in the fiction section. Female students tend to seek vampire literature and chick lit. à la Sarah Dessen. Young men, however, are interested in adventure and the ever-popular sports novels. Among the freshman class a resurgence of interest in graphic novels has been sparked. These gentlemen also enjoy nonfiction, particularly books on topics such as cars and recreational sports like skateboarding and snowboarding. It is rare otherwise to see students pursuing personal information needs. Most nonfiction materials, including biographies and memoirs do not circulate without prompting in regards to a class assignment. 
Part III: The Current Collection

Including equipment but not including sizable eBook holdings, the Century High School libraries collection numbers 13,857. On a typical day circulation figures average thirty books. A desire has been expressed for one, but there is no current method of tracking book circulation within the library – when classes utilize books but they are not checked out. 
Overall, the collection is attractive and inviting. Even areas in need of weeding feature relatively current and appealing books as the school opened only 10 years ago. There are very few books in the collection with publication dates earlier than 2001. Some exceptions include children’s books in foreign languages, some of which have publication dates as early at 1996. All shelves in centralized rows in the library are no taller than chest height, allowing for the feeling of open space. Taller shelves are used only directly against the walls. 
In accordance with Carroll County’s Collection Development plan, which rotates on a five-year cycle, the school librarian has been charged with evaluating the state of the collection in the 0s, 100s, 200s, 400s, and 700s. This process will be more focused on building the collection than on weeding as holdings are fairly sparse in these areas. 
Yearly budget allotments for the school library are done at the principal’s discretion and are not based on a per pupil allotment. The portion of the budget specifically designated for books has decreased over the past few years, but not in favor of digital materials; rather the change reflects universal budgetary cuts. The current budget for this year is divided as follows: Books, $12,500; Supplies $7,000; Materials of Instruction, $2,500; and Subscriptions $4,000. Most of the school’s online database holdings are provided county-wide via the media supervisor.
Part IV: Reflection
Based on the information collected in Parts I and II of my profile, it is clear that there are no hugely substantial diversity needs that need to be addressed at Century. That being said, minority ethnic populations and FARMs student populations continue to grow, and the school must be prepared for further growth in these areas. I would expect to see books addressing the cultures of the emerging Asian and Latino populations, particularly addressing the countries of the Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, and Mexico as these are the countries of origin of our ESOL students. I would also expect to see plenty of texts that reflect the cultural heritage of the African American students. It is very important not only for the minority students to have resources to which they can relate but also for Caucasian students to be exposed to multiculturalism. For the growing population of FARMs students, literature needs to be available that is socio-economically sensitive. These students will appreciate books dealing with characters of lower socioeconomic status. As they are by far the most mobile population, books dealing with adjusting to new environments are also essential. 
Given that one of the subject areas to most frequent the library is Agricultural Science, I would expect to find good resources on topics such at horticulture and veterinary science. I would also expect to see a number of scholarly Pyschology texts and materials on the topics of teaching professions, families, childcare, sewing and clothing production, and nutrition for the FACS classes. 
I was disappointed to find that upon searching the catalog for books on the Philippines, the only text I was met with was Encyclopedia of the Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars, which certainly would not aid a Pilipino student in feeling more comfortable in their English-speaking school. Similarly, a search of “Vietnam” brings about numerous texts on the Vietnam War but none solely on the people, culture, or language of the country. For neither of these ethnic groups are there any pertinent fictional texts. On the positive side, the fiction section encompasses many, many novels that address difficult life adjustments, lower socioeconomic status, and moving to a new area. In terms of materials suited to courses that frequent the library, the collection seems to be adequately equipped but will need to continue adapting the collection as course needs change.
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