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Integrating Young Adult Literature into the 10th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Annotated Works Cited
Alvarez, Julia. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents. New York: Plume, 1991. (Fiction)
The immigration story of the Garcia family is told through a series of vignettes that alternate points of view.  Each sister takes part in the telling and, unlike traditional narratives, this tale begins with the girls after they have become Americanized, allowing the reader to scroll gradually further into their past until, in the end, their childhood in the Dominican Republic is revealed. Perhaps more than anything, the sister's tale is about what immigrants must give up in order to become American. Beautifully told, and extremely open to the use of excerpts because of its narrative style.
Integration Ideas: 
1. A teacher could use this book as a companion to the immigration unit and have the students keep a journal from their own perspective as an observer of the girls lives.  This could lead into group discussion on how society treats immigrants or if in a diverse school, how they treat ESOL students.
2. Students could read two vignettes, one by the sister that was the oldest at the time of immigration and one by the sister that was the youngest. The teacher could then lead students in a discussion of the different ways that immigration effects different age groups.
3. The girls’ parents have mixed perspectives on assimilating into American society. Have the students consider the novel along side the analogies of America as a melting pot and America as a tossed salad. 
a. Have the students write a persuasive essay in which they establish what they feel the appropriate balance between maintaining tradition and assimilating into a new culture should be. 
b. The Garcia girls become increasingly Americanized the more time they spend living in American. Have the students write two poems, one from the perspective of their father and one from the perspective of their mother, that explore the perceptions of the girls’ Americanization. Is this a positive or mournful experience?
4. Students read two vignettes by the same sister, one before the immigration and one from adulthood. The students could read the younger passage first, and the teacher could ask them to write a brief description of what that girl might be like when she grew up. Students could read the second vignette the next day in class and compare their version of the girl to the one that is presented by the author.  Students could discuss the role that immigration might play on the differences between their version and Alvarez's text.
Na, An. A Step From Heaven. Asheville, NC: Front Street Books, 2001. (Fiction)
The tale begins when Young Ju is little more than a baby herself, and yet she, like so many immigrants, is expected to act like an adult. The arrival in California is the first step of Young’s story, not the last, and the plot revolves around Young’s handling of the pressure of being a young adult who is old enough to be the family’s only spokesperson in a new country. The vignette style, once again, lends itself beautifully to the classroom, where both teachers and students will bask in the simplicity of the language and the complexity of Young’s real life problems: “adjusting to strange customs, learning a new language, dealing with government bureaucracy, adults working two jobs each, and children embarrassed by their parents' behavior. Woven throughout is the underlying theme of dealing with an alcoholic and abusive father” (School Library Journal).
Integration Ideas: 
1.  Students could keep a reading log of all the difficulties that Young Ju faced because she was an immigrant. This could lead to some research-based inquiry about organizations that are available to help immigrants adjust to a new life. 
2. a.Students could write questions they would ask Young Ju in a face-to-face interview. Questions need to derive from information, descriptions, or dialogues in the book, and relate to the immigration theme in this context (alienation, disillusionment, prejudice, obstacles, family traditions, etc). Students will have been introduced to various types of questions used in interviews for oral history documentation. Their questions will be evaluated based on variety and quality (i.e. getting facts, stories, imagery, ideas, values, larger issues (i.e. societal; psychological), etc.).
b. In partners, students could ask each other their questions, and answer them as would Young Ju’s.
3. The novel’s title refers to Ju’s childlike perception that America must be heaven, though reality does not quite live up to this expectation. Have students write a college application essay (a doubly relevant exercise) as Ju in which she evaluates America from her adult perspective based on her childhood perception. How does she regard/define America now?
4. Students could write their own free-verse prose/poetry about how they would have reacted coming to the United States from a different culture, using excerpts from the beginning of the Na’s novel as an example of the final product.  Final assessment could be based on the accuracies of the poems based on immigration details and accounts covered during different parts of the class. The activity would take a day or two at most and by using Na’s novel as a sample only, it will be easier to cover in class, while exposing students to a medium that’s less documentary, through which immigrants share their stories. 
Bausam, Ann. Denied, Detained, Deported: Stories from the Dark Side of American 
Immigration.  New York: National Geographic Children’s Books, 2009. 

(Non-Fiction)
Ann Bausum offers a sampling of authentic portrayals of people who have suffered in the hands of the American immigration process. The accounts include the Chinese in the 1880s, excluded; Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany, denied; Japanese Americans, during WWII, detained; Russian anarchists, deported; and Mexicans, exploited. The complex issues of immigration policy of yesterday and today are brought to light in this well-informed photo-essay. 
 
Integration Ideas: 
1. The teacher could share short excerpts from the book to lead the students into inquiry based research about the time period surrounding these immigrants and analyze why it was difficult for them or for society to adjust to them. This website would be a great companion to the book since it contains current accounts from people who have immigrated from Mexico. The website also has a timeline view to help put the events from the book into a streamlined perspective.  http
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2. Create a Photostory synopsis on one of the five topics (Excluded; Deported; Denied; Detained; Exploited)  featured in this book. Include additional information, photos, quotes from other primary and secondary sources (inquiry based research).
3. For an essay assignment, students could compare/contrast the immigrant experiences of two different cultural groups. (For a smaller written assignment, they might only use the book itself. For something larger, the teacher might have the students use the text as a stepping-off point and have them pursue additional outside resources.) The students would address the following questions in their thesis statements, as the focus of their essays: What conclusions can you draw from the differences evident in the treatment of these two ethnically different immigrant groups? What are the greatest common ties between the groups’ experiences, and what conclusions can we draw? How does the prior treatment of immigrants connect with our treatment of immigrants today?
4.Students could work in groups to create an additional chapter of the book titled, “Modern Immigration,” and use research, photographs, and scrapbooking techniques to compile a class book about immigration as it exists in America today.  Standard lectures, classroom discussion, videos, and newspaper articles about contemporary immigration could all be used to compile the final product.  The intial stage of the assignment could function as a jig saw, with each student starting in one group, and then new groups being assigned the following class period so that each group has at least one expert on each chapter. The final group project, therefore, would have one student capable of referencing each chapter from the book when determining the final product’s layout, making it plausible for the group to be graded on their use of the source as a model and their references to the previous chapters with regard to how the past events effect modern immigration practices.
"Snapshot of Immigration." Immigration & Citizenship. Macmillan/McGraw-Hill/Glencoe, 

      Web. 29 June 2010. (Online Resource)
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The Glencoe site is an excellent resource for teachers to use with whole group instruction or individual activities.  The site opens with  a pictorial slide show  with text about what is immigration, history of, and statistics through 2004.  The site offers various videos that cover historical and current immigration issues.   It also has  information regarding information at 3 levels, elementary, middle, and high.   Both of these features would support differentiation.  In addition, the constitution handbook could be downloaded,  primary source documents are available, and links to both current immigration information such as the census bureau and historical sites are provided.  Finally, there is a section of PDF downloads that include a reading activity and guiding questions.  The site is easy to navigate  for any user. 

Integration Ideas:
1.  Have students watch the pictorial overview of immigration in small groups and write down further questions they have about immigration based on what is covered.  Then share the questions and group them by subject such as laws, historical facts, Ellis Island, current statistics, changes in the laws, etc.  This will elicit a discussion and the teacher can guide the students towards what they will be covering in this unit as well as assign them an inquiry based activity to answer some of the questions and share their findings. 
2. The teacher could set up a computer station with the video clips to help students with further clarification on topics discussed during the unit.  This could be part of an interactive assignment that requires students to circulate around the room to acquire information from different stations. The teacher could also provide the link to the website for students to view at home. 
3. Have the students visit the featured link for the Harvard University Open Collections Program, which includes, via the left-hand toolbar, three articles regarding immigration restriction and additional links regarding each. Have the students write an essay in which they develop plans for current immigration control based on the pros and cons of prior immigration legislation.
4. The reading activities provided on the site would be a time saver for a teacher looking to incorporate a station activity or at-home reading.  The reading are short and could be used for lower readers in place of a lengthy reading assignment, particularly the pdf file “Constitution Handbook.” The site is very useful for differentiation. 
  Tan, Shaun. The Arrival. New York: Scholastic, 2006. (Graphic Novel)
A symbolic and wordless look at the similarity of all immigration and all immigrants.  Starting with portraits of dozens of immigrants before focusing on a single immigrant family, this graphic novel shows the variety of immigrant experiences before ultimately unifying them with their reactions to alien pets, buildings, and language so different that all readers will feel the same as the immigrants that they are reading about.
Integration Ideas:
1. Use various pictures from the text (using a document camera to display) and have students create text.  Same idea but have students create sets of words that describe the picture, emotion, activity, etc.  Use the words to create a poem.
2.From the perspective of the protagonist, a non-English speaking immigrant who has recently arrived from a foreign country to New York City at the turn of the 20th century, write a first-person narrative to describe in detail what is depicted on one to two (consecutive)  pages from The Arrival. Student narratives will be read aloud so that students will hear the wide range of interpretations and writing styles. Class discussion should follow to compare the varying interpretations. 
This activity reaches students at multiple reading and writing levels. They will exercise a high level of engagement by rendering meaning from visual passages and putting them into words (VTS: Visual Thinking Strategy (look, think, articulate). Length of paper should be at least one page. 
3. The teacher would select and showcase larger individual frames or small series of frames from the text and utilize them to create a series of warm-up assignments designed to get the students making connections and understanding the emotional struggle of immigration. The teacher might pose accompanying questions such as, “How is factual information from our text book readings evident/illustrated in these frames? Explain in detail the stage of the immigration process being depicted.”
4. Students drawing their own "graphic novels" of famous Americans that had an impact on the nation.  You could require students to use research to make sure that their "novels" were historically accurate.
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