Collaboration In-service Script

I. Introduction:
Trish: Good evening! My name is Trish Deen, and these are my colleagues Michelle Gibbs, Maria O'Toole and Sherry Thomas. We're here to speak with you today about collaboration. There have been many famous collaborators throughout history who, by working together, have made our world a more interesting place. Like chocolate and peanut butter, the combination has become more recognizable than the ingredients alone. So
to test your knowledge of famous collaborations, we are going to name half of each collaboration team to see if you can name the other half. Raise your hand if you know the answer, and if you are correct, you get a peanut butter cup! Ready? Here we go!

Maria: Rogers and...(Hammerstein) Michelle will throw candy to the person with the right answer.
Abbott and...(Costello)
Sonny and...(Cher)
Ben and...(Jerry)
Hewlett and...(Packard)

Trish: Northrop and...(Grumman) Sherry will throw candy to the person with the right answer.
Simon and...(Garfunkel)
Steven Spielberg and...(George Lucas)
Lockheed and...(Martin)
Lennon and...(McCartney)
Teacher and... (School Librarian)

II. Quotes from students.
Michelle: Although this is the ideal, most teachers and students don't recognize just how much a school librarian has to offer. Each of us asked our students, what is the role of a school librarian? How do they help our schoo?. Here are just a few of the responses we received... (insert quotes here)

III. Teacher/Librarian Slideshow
Michele: As librarians, we know the importance of research. The slideshow we are going to present will give you some facts and figures, as well as an "in English please" summary of those facts and figures, all demonstrating the fact that teachers and librarians should work together.

IV. Collaboration Roles
Sherri: As you can see from the slides, collaboration between the teacher and librarian is an effective tool and is shown to increase student achievement. How is this accomplished? Can you think of some ways the teacher and librarian might collaborate? (audience response) What subject areas lend themselves to collaboration? (audience response) How is the collaborative unit organized and delivered? (audience response)

Maria: 
Think back with me for a minute to those peanut butter cups we gave out at the beginning of the session. They were great, right? Delicious milk chocolate, perfect creamy peanut butter – let’s face it, chocolate and peanut butter are great on their own, but when they get together, you have one sweet pairing on your hands. And that’s exactly how we want you to think of the collaborative relationship between classroom teacher and school librarian. (Distributes tri-fold handout.) 

We want you to realize that you are that delectable, sophisticated chocolate, with your wealth of content knowledge. And as the school librarians, we want you to see us as that creamy peanut butter in the center. If you let us, we really can be the core around which your subject area content takes shape. It is our job to provide your students with essential skills, in areas such as information literacy – skills that are adaptable to all subject areas, skills that your students need to become successful 21st century learners. 

But let’s be honest, classroom teachers hear that word “collaboration,” and oftentimes, the universal response it elicits is apprehension. This response is really the result of not having a common concept of what true collaboration is. We want you to know exactly what you’re getting yourself into, and all you have to remember are three simple steps: co-planning, co-implementing, and co-accessing. We each have a clearly defined role in every part of this process, illustrated here in the center of your handout.

V. Sweetening a stale unit
Trish: So let's apply this collaboration idea to the units that you teach. We all get tired of teaching the same content in the same way over and over again. But the thought of changing things might seem like too much work. That's why we've developed this form. (Distribute form) By completing this form, your school librarian can help you to maintain the best parts of your lessons incorporating new technology and activities. Please take a few minutes to complete the form. Congratulations! You've taken the first step towards collaboration! Your school librarian will use this form to contact you about continuing this collaboration partnership.

VI. Conclusion and Evaluation
Sherri: Are there any final thoughts or questions about today's presentation? (audience response) Please take a minute to complete this evaluation so we can improve on this workshop for future participants. Thank you!
